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THE WORK OF H. M. MAGILL. 


Tue death of H. M. Macitt, former western 
manager of the PHa@nrx of Hartford, promi- 
nent in WeEsTERN UNION affairs and general 
underwriting, calls for more than a passing 
notice. Mr. MaGiILt was one of the founders 
of the organization. He belonged to the school 
that dated back to the Civil War. Mr. Maciit 
and Joun H. Wasupurn of the Home were 
for many years the storm centers of the 
Union. Each possessed a well defined per- 
sonality. Each had to be reckoned with. Both 
men caused heated controversies and brought 
up issues in the meetings. Each was an ag- 
gressive competitor that looked after his own 
interests, more frequently perhaps than for 
the general good. 

Their work, no doubt, was essential in the 
evolution of the business. It would not have 
a place in the co-operative work of to-day. 
The slogan of the times is “Harmony.” Each 
company in an organization is called upon to 
give and take and to contribute something to 
the general good. In building up the busi- 
ness of the PHanix, Mr. Macitt showed 
the hand and mind of a brilliant master. His 
agents were loyal to him. His diplomacy, per- 
sonal letters, entertainment and _ cordiality 
drew his agency forces to him. His work here 
was constructive and he built strongly. In 
the Union he was more of an obstructionist 
and in this role he may have been an essen- 
tial factor. 

Outside the pale of business, who was 
more companionable? Genteel, clever, sympa- 
thetic, hospitable, ever touching the heart of 
his. friends. His last words uttered just as 
the hand of death smote him were sincere 
and his heart was full. Let us receive them 
as the essence of the man’s life. 


COLONEL CUNNINGHAM’S ADDRESS. 


Tue address of Col. J. L. CunniIncHAM, 
president of the GLENs FALts, at the Northwest 
meeting, contained some thoughts that every 
fire insurance man ought to ponder over. One 
of the greatest dangers to our country to-day 
is the indifference of the better citizens to pub- 
lic affairs. In our haste and the pressure of 
business we forget that we are citizens as well 
as business men, and that we owe a duty to 
our communities, States and country, as well as 
to our families and the enterprises in which 
we are engaged. 

Colonel CUNNINGHAM pointed out the rela- 
‘ions of the public and the insurance business. 
We are apt to forget these relations—at any 
“ate, what they should be. Too often, because 
he public looks upon fire insurance as an ex- 
ortionate enterprise of the trust species, and a 
fit subject for taxation and repression, we over- 





look the fact that we furnish the public some 
fairly good reasons for thinking as it does; and 
we in turn look on the public as an enemy to 
a legitimate business. That -is where we are 
wrong. The public makes mistakes, but so do 
we. We are a part of the public, and as such 
we owe it to the remaining part to use oth 
knowledge and influence for the benefit of all. 

The fire insurance men make up a large and 
important factor in this country. Their busi- 
ness makes them circulate among their fellow 
men and gives them great opportunities to 
spread abroad true doctrines. Let them lift 
themselves above their own narrow interests 
and as citizens exert their influence for the 
public good. Let each, as far as his oppor- 
tunities and abilities permit, become a leader 
in his community in a crusade for better build- 
ings, greater care to avoid fire, cleaner prem- 
ises, better protection. Let him lead the other 
good citizens in an attack on grafters in the 
waterworks, fire and building inspectors’ de- 
partments, on public officials who do not en- 
force the building laws, on firebugs and rascals. 

All this he owes the public as a citizen. In 
all he can work with a clear conscience, for he 
works for the good of his fellow men. When 
his labors redound to the benefit of his own 
business, as they will, he need not feel that 
he worked for self-interest. 

Let undefwriters be citizens as well and take 
a broad view, and in time the public and the 
insurance companies will be co-workers in the 
saving of property and the distribution of such 
losses as are unavoidable. 


DELAWARE WILL NOT REDUCE CAPITAL. 


The Delaware Insurance Company has de- 
cided not to reduce its capital to $500,000, as 
it was considered best to do at one time. The 
proposed change gave promise of litigation on 
the part of certain minor stockholders, which 
would be detrimental to the company. The 
Delaware is having a good year, barring the 
Baltimore fire, and if it continues, it will 
make a good increase in- surplus without a 
reduction in capital. 





THREE CANDIDATES ARE MENTIONED. 


Three candidates for president of the Fire 
Underwriters Association of the Northwest 
are being mentioned: W. L. King, just ap- 
pointed western manager of the Providence- 
Washington; T. E. Gallagher of the A£tna, 
and H. N. Kelsey of the Sun. At the begin- 
ning of the annual meeting there were 659 
members, but with new additions the number 
will reach 700. 





MERCHANTS MUTUAL ORGANIZED; 


The Merchants Mutual Fire Insurance Com- 
pany of Indiana was organized at Indianap- 
olis last week, with the following officers: 
President, Fred Meyer, Lafayette; vice-presi- 
dent, W. S. Racey, Vincennes; secretary, E. 
R. Moore, South Bend; treasurer, Columbia 
National Bank, Indianapolis. E. H. Tyler of 
Fargo, N. D., who has brought about the or- 
ganization, is one of the executive committee. 
The Indiana Retail Merchants Association is 
fathering the company. Its home office will 
be in the Traction Terminal building at In- 
dianapolis. 





Wirson.—H. R. Wilson of Chicago, special 
agent of the Milwaukee Fire, has tendered 
his resignation. Mr. Wilson is one of the 
bright young field men in the business who 
desires to leave the road, and hence will form 
a connection that will keep him in Chicago 
and thus eliminate traveling. 





The western department of the L. & L. & G. 
dined its field force and heads of departments 
in the office at the Union League Club in Chi- 
cago this week. 





The Inland Fire of Chicago has increased 
its capital to $80,000 and elected the following 
new officers: President, A. H. Reading; sec- 
retary, James B. Heffernan; treasurer, Charles 


‘H: Pusheck. 





PROGRAM OF ST. LOUIS CONVENTION, 





What Will Be Done at the Meeting of the 
National Association of Local Fire 
Insurance Agents. 





The following program has been arranged 
for the ninth annual convention of the Na 
tional Association of Local Fire Insurance 
Agents, at St. Louis, Mo.: 

TUESDAY MORNING, OCTOBER 18, 9:30 A. M. 
Address of Welcome 


President Francis, Louisiana Purchase 
Exposition. 
eee Fred Guenther, Detroit 


Appointment of convention committees. 
REPORT OF OFFICERS 


President. 


AND COMMITTEES. 


.Jno. C. North, New Haven, Conn. 

Executive committee ..........0sescee 
.L. W. Childrey, Norfolk, Va. 

Legislative committee .. OE 
. Emmett Rhodes, Auburn, ie 

Grievance ‘committee intkhds when detadins 
a nines Merwin Jackson, Toledo, Ohio 

Organization — » 

hs suite hea aca . W. Mills, Pine Bluff, "Ark. 

Secretary and tient er Per 
a ii acacia Seon ak Frank F. Holmes, Chicago 


Miscellaneous business, resolutions, ete. 


WEDNESDAY MORNING, 
Address—J. F. 
agent, 

America 
“The Local Agent of Fifty Years Ago.” 
POGIONE cs 0 R. S. Critchell, Chicago, Ill. 

“Ownership of Expirations.” 
Address..P. D. McGregor, Chicago IIl., 
ager western department, Queen 
ance Company. 
“Large City Problems.” 
Miscellanceous business and resolutions. 
Roll call of States. 


THURSDAY MORNING, OCTOBER 20, 9:30 A. M. 
Address—Henry W. Eaton, New York, United 
States manager, Liverpool & London & 
Globe Insurance Company. 
“A Short Talk on Insurance.” 
Address — Donald Macpherson, _ president 
Louisville Board. 
“Shall Agents and Companies Co-operate, 


OCTOBER 19, 9:30 A. M. 
Downing, Erie, Pa., general 
Insurance Company of North 


man- 
Insur- 


or Shall the Making of Rates be Left 
Solely to the Companies?” 
Address—John F. Lyon, Tacoma, Wash. 


“Western Local Agents.”’ 
Miscellaneous business and resolutions. 
Roll call of States resumed. 


FRIDAY MORNING, OCTOBER 21, 9:30 A. M. 
Report of Committees. 
1. On presidents’ address. 
2. On resolutions. 
3. On nominations. 
Roll call of States resumed. 
Recommendations and suggestions for the 

future—open to all members. 

Invitations for next place of meeting. 

Adjournment. 





H.C. EDDY WEDS. 


H. C. Eddy, western manager of the Com- 
mercial Union and Palatine, was married on 
Tuesday in Chicago to Mrs. M. O. Woolsey. 
Mr. and Mrs. Eddy have gone East on a wed- 
ding trip. Mr. Eddy is one of the most popu- 
lar western managers, who has been active in 
all the progressive movements in underwrit- 
ing, and his friends will extend many sincere 
good wishes on this happy event. 





TO GIVE DUNLOP A BANQUET. 


Several of the Chicago friends of. Charles 
B. Dunlop, who has been elected vice-president 
of the Providence-Washington, are arranging 
to give him a complimentary banquet before 
he locates permanently in the East. Mr. Dun- 
lop will take his new post in Providence about 
November 1. 


J. G. Hubbell, Kansas special agent of the 
Cueen, has now come to Chicago to be Illi- 
nois special agent. He is just entering his 
new field. 

General Manager Alcock from the home 
office of the Royal is now in Chicago. Mr. Al- 
cock is one of the brightest of the English 
managers and has a fine knowledge of the 
business in this country. 
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“NORTHWEST MEETING” IS 





NOW BEING HELD 


‘e \e¢ CHICAGO THE MECCA OF HUNDREDS OF FIELD MEN ~ 





FYNHE annual meeting of the Fire Under- 
writers Association of the Northwest, 
the crowning event, each year, in under- 

writing circles in the West, was called to 

order yesterday morning in the Auditorium at 

Chicago. 

Following the reports and the election of 
new members, the president of the association, 
H. H. Friedley, Indiana state agent of the In- 
surance Company of North America, delivered 
his address. 

President Friedley called attention to the 
splendid growth of the business during the 
thirty-four years of the association’s life, the 
increase in size and strength of companies and 
the greater co-operation on rating, inspecting, 
handling’ salvage and in other ways. 

Still, the underwriting capital is insufficient 
at present and he attribued this fact to an 
absence among some of the companies of the 
spirit of the association, which absence had led 
to rate wars, and an unwillingness on the part 
of some to work for the good of the business 
as a whole. 

Are Underwriters Doing Their Duty As Citizens? 

In a series of direct questions he asked his 
hearers whether they were doihg their whole 
duty towards improving the business by penal- 
izing or withdrawing from communities which 
refuse to adopt or enforce reasonable ordi- 
nances aimed at the reduction of fire waste 
and by making united effort to get better 
building laws and making united protest when 
grafters instead of builders are appointed 
building inspectors. 

He called attention to uninforced laws which 
were able to close every firetrap theater in 
Chicago after the Iroquois disaster and to 
make the wildcat operators scatter like rats 
from a sinking ship when they were put in 
action. From these instances he concluded 
that field men had not done enough united 
acting and expressed the hope that insurance 
commissioners would be able to get after tax- 
dodging, and frequently irresponsible, Lloyds. 

“A man of whatsoever creed or profession,” 
said he, “is chargeable with a duty to the pub- 
lic in proportion to his knowledge and oppor- 
tunity. If this is true, should not our special 
knowledge as underwriters aid us to our duty 
as citizens and should we not unitedly lead in 
affairs of state that so greatly concern our 
business welfare?” 

The year’s roll of the association’s dead 
was read and committees named to prepare 
memorials. 

Library of the Association. 

Considerable attention was given to the sub- 
ject of the association’s library. He recounted 
the work done by the committee, to which had 
been intrusted the reorganization of the library 
and the expenditure of the $1,500 voted last 
year. The committee’s recommendations are in 
general: The collection of all useful literature 
relating to fire insurance; the proper housing 
of it in charge of a permanent librarian; the 
development of a system for a circulating 
library; the preparation of a catalogue and ulti- 
mately the regular publication of a journal. 

The question of revenue for the library was 
discussed in the line of the prospects of its 
increase from a larger membership in the as- 
sociation, assistance from the companies and 
the sale of the extra copies of proceedings of 
past meetings. The members were requested 
to consider the proposition to combine the of- 
fices of librarian, secretary and treasurer. 

The rapid growth of the past, present pros- 
perous condition and assured success for the 
future were the subjects with which President 
Friedley closed his address. 

Annual Address Delivered by Colonel Cunningham 

Col. J, L. Cunningham, president of the 
Glens Falls, delivered the annual convention 
address. His principal theme may be said to 
have been the attitude of the public towards 
insurance interests, the duty of insurance in- 
terests to the public, and the need of co-opera- 
tion for the benefit of all. After expressing his 
pleasure in being present and congratulating 
his hearers on the stability of tle business, 
despite this year’s conflagration, and the lon- 


gevity of their association, he spoke of the | 





changes among men and companies in the 
past years. He made the falling by the way- 
side of some men who used to be present at 
these meetings a text for a little talk on the 
need of good talent in the business, of all- 
around ability and honest service. The pass- 
ing of companies led up to remarks on the or- 
ganization-of new companies, in which, as a 
rule, the speaker does not appear to have much 
confidence, although he recognizes that some 
will grow in strength and favor. 
Causes of Public Hostility to Insurance. 

Considerable attention was given. to public 
hostility to fire insurance companies and its 
causes. A fire insurance trust cannot be, but 
the public is suspicions because of so many 
industrial combinations. Much public hostility 
comes from ene and misconcep- 
tion, though not. all. The field men were 
urged to get in closer touch with property 
owners and show them the companies’ side of 
the question, for they are smart enough at 
comprehending the side that gives them any 
advantage. 

Inconsistencies That Cause Misconceptions 

Some inconsistencies were pointed out that 
make the public suspicious—poor indemnity 
made good by deathbed reinsurance; schedules 
insisted upon as absolutely necessary and then 
disregarded; the teachings of rate wars; lower 
rates where there is no board than where one~ 
exists; apology by agents for rates and tacit 
admission that they are extortionate ; company 
statements showing large increase in assets 
while underwriting profits were decidedly mod- 
est, and publication by state departments of 
gross income and net losses, purporting to give 
the experience of companies ; competitive rates ; 
“tump” adjustments ; paying of more than ac- 
tual loss. “Have not indiscriminate and vacil- 
lant rating, treatment of losses and of other 
features of insurance practice,” he asked, “done 
much to create misunderstanding on the part 
of the public?” 

Public Attitude Is Improving. 

President Cunningham sees hopeful signs, 
however. Public interest is awakening on the 
subject of fire waste. If property owners can 
be made to feel that losses on account of 
fraudulent and excessive claims, criminal fires, 
cheap and dangerous construction, poor fire de- 
partments, etc., ought to be eliminated from 
their insurance taxes, their indifference should 
be changed to helpful co-operation. 

Hopeful Adjuncts to a Better Understanding. 

Colonel Cunningham sees the most hopeful 
adjuncts to a better understanding by the 
public of the community of its interests and 
those of the insurance companies in schedule 
rating and what the National Board is doing. 
Schedule rating is imperfect as yet and causes 
friction, “but being a sane and _ reasonable 
formula for adjusting rates according to haz- 
ard, it should be defended, and the more that 
agents and other insurance men and the pub- 
lic understand the system and its purpose, the 
easier the application, and the more it will 
grow in favor. 

Great Work of the National Board. 

The work of exchanges in encouraging good 
construction was complimented. The speaker 
went at some length into the great work of 
the National Board in its inspections, followed 
by enforced improvements; its rewards for 
conviction of incendiaries; its maintenance of 
laboratories and bureaus, and study of the 
conflagration hazard. All these tend to reduce 
fire waste and the expense on the public. He 
also spoke of the National Board’s work in 
the direction of technical insurance education. 

Reduction of Expenses. 

Colonel Cunningham took up as his last sub- 
ject the reduction of expenses, the contribution 
to reduction in rates which the companies owe 
the public. He holds that there are too many 
“between men,” especially in the large cities. 
Agents in general, by competition and com- 
petitive methods, have had added labor, diffi- 
culties and expense and they are over-com- 
pensated.. “There are, perhaps, too many in- 
surance organizations, some of them too ex- 





pensive, and there might be profitable consoli- 


dation, even elimination.” Salaries should be 
cut as an evidence of good faith. 
In Conclusion. 

“Finally, brethren,” said the speaker in clos- 
ing, “this country is grewing, the aggregate 
value of insurable property is constantly in- 
creasing with its corresponding larger de- 
mand upon fire insurance, and the auxiliary 
helps needful for its intelligent administration 
are increasing—all calling for such a broad- 
minded present view of our business and its 


_ mission as will influentially project itself into 


the future. While co-operation in some things 
which many think essentially important has 
not been and may not be achieved, and while 
as yet there is no large visible appreciation and 
sympathy on the part of the general public, 
even as to its and our mutual interest in lessen- 
ing the fire waste of the country, let us be 
thankful for such co-operation as we have 
among ourselves and make the most of it, 
striving not only to-secure more of it, but more 
of affiliated helpfulness from the other side of 
our contracts.” 
Tannen on “ Elevator and Grain Business.’’ 

The first paper on the program for the after- 
noon session of Wednesday was by Frank A. 
Mannen, Minnesota state agent of the Fire- 
mans Fund, on “Elevator and Grain Business 
in the Northwest.” ‘The speaker divided his 
subject into two general parts, terminal and 
country elevators. After giving a careful 
description of the construction of modern 
terminal elevators made of steel, steel and 
tile, or concrete, he took up the question of 
why the stock companies do not get the in- 
surance on them. 

Terminal Elevators Carry Little Insurance. 

The average rate on frame elevators is 
about 2 percent, while that on modern ones 
is about 22 cents. When the new style of 
construction came in the companies were 
timid about reducing rates and the grain men 
got the state bank law so amended as to 
permit these institutions to make loans on 
warehouse certificates without requiring in- 
surance policies as collateral, where the ele- 
vator was declared fireproof by the railroad 
and warehouse commissioners. But two 
losses on this class of elevators, one for 15 
percent and one for 25 percent, have not 
tended to make the banks and grain men 
consider insurance necessary. Mr. Mannen 
thinks the basis rate of 15 cents low enough. 
but considers the charges too high. 

How Stock Companies Lost the Country Business 

The record of the companies on country 
elevators has been varied. Their policy has 
been vacillating and five new schedules have 
been adopted in the past five years. The 
stock companies drove the business away by 
demanding, where the law permitted, a 90 
percent coinsurance and 10 percent limitation 
clause, and the three-fourths value clause was 
made applicable where permitted by law. A 
provision was made in policies that in case 
of loss the value of grain should be fixed at 
the local price instead of the price at the 
terminal, less freight. This resulted in the 
organization of a stock company by grain 
men, which, together with a Lloyds arrange- 
ment among the policyholders, makes possible 
the handling of this business at low expense 
and without these burdensome clauses. It 
has probably 50 percent of the country lines 
in the Northwest and has been successful thus 
far. 

Moral Hazard [lost Serious Obstacle. 

Mr. Mannen does not favor the application 
of coinsurance to country elevators, as the loss 
is usually very light or total. He considers 
the greatest obstacle in the way of handling 
this business profitably lies in.a moral hazard, 
consisting in the dishonesty of local buyers 








SPECIAL AGENTS’ BOOKS. 

We have several forms of special agents’ 
field, loss and agency record books. Sam- 
ple pages sent on application. 
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in charge of country elevators, who issue dis- 
honest receipts to confederates and then burn 
the properties when a visit from the auditor 
and consequent prosecution by the bonding 
company are imminent. good authority 
attributes 80 percent of country elevator fires 
for some years to this cause. 
Would Provide for Pablic Weighmasters. 

The physical hazard of standard country 
elevators is small, and rates could be much 
reduced if the moral hazard could be elim- 
inated. ‘To accomplish this, he proposes the 
enactment of a law to provide for public 
weighmasters to weigh every load of grain 
brought in by farmers and to be compensated 


by a small fee payable by the elevator com- * 


pany. Where such a law is adopted he favors 
a reduction in rate. He thinks farmers would 
favor it, as they often complain of unfair 
weighing by elevator companies. 
Cyrus K. Drew of the Insurance Report. 

Cyrus K. Drew of Denver, editor of the 
Insurance Report, delivered an address on 
“Individuality in Fire Underwriting.’ Some 
companies show individuality in the superior- 
ity: of their executives, some “follow the 
leader,” others are continually “agin the 
government.” In nothing is underwriting in- 
dividuality more apparent than in the atti- 
tude of companies towards combined classi- 


cation. The speaker poked fun at individual 
classifications held secret as something 
sacred. Individuality in rate-making systems 


often takes the form of expediency in apply- 
ing flexible schedules. The difference in in- 
. spection methods reveals an interesting phase 
of company individuality. “Some companies 
operate on the theory that they must take 
in more than they expect to pay out; others 
energize on trying to pay out less than they 
take in.” 
Speaker Discusses Insurance Papers. 

Mr. Drew took up the subject of insurance 
papers and their individuality and held that 
most companies show no individuality in their 
patronage of the insurance press, treating 
good, bad and indifferent alike. “There is 
a demand from the insurance press, not for 
greater liberality of appropriations, but for 
wiser discrimination in their use.” 

Agency movements were looked upon as 
favorable to the business. 

Individuality in the Future. 

“No Utopian scheme of complete uniform 
methods,” said Mr. Drew, “could eliminate 
individuality in fire underwriting. In the 
day when boards and bureaus shall girdle the 
earth, the fire underwriter will secure rate 
enough and to spare for every hazard, and 
thus be freed of his present greatest anxiety. 
Then will come limitless scope for broader 
individualizing—the better understanding of 
peculiar hazards, the closer cultivation of the 
agency force as a personal factor, and the 
development of those amenities of profes- 
sional association, which will give to the 
practice of underwriting a poise and tran- 
quility it lacks in these days of its troubled 
uncertainty.” 

A. G. Sanderson on State Fire Marshal Offices. 

“State Fire Marshal Offices” was the sub- 
ject of a paper by A. G. Sanderson, state 
agent of the A&tna in Ohio. He handled the 
subject principally along the lines of the 
political nature of these offices and the man- 
ner in which their maintenance is provided 
for, the greater part of the paper being de- 
voted to the systems of Massachusetts and 
Ohio and their differences. 

Massachusetts Law and Its Good Results. 

In 1894 the office of state fire marshal was 
created in Massachusetts, the duties and com- 
pensation of the incumbent being defined. The 
state fire marshal was an appointee of the 
governor, held office for five years, and the 

expenses of the office were paid by annual 
‘ppropriation by the legislature. In 1902 the 

fice was amalgamated with that of the state 
police, giving power of arrest, which had not 
een given before. The magnificent work 
iccomplished in Massachusetts was shown. 
What Has Been Done in Ohio. 

Ohio created the office of fire marshal in 
900, the incumbent to be appointed by the 
overnor for two years and the expense of 
he office to be paid by a tax of one-half of 1 
vercent on the gross fire premiums of the 
“tate in addition to the taxes previously in 
iorce. The duties are quite similar to those 





of the Massachusetts fire marshal, but in 
Ohio the marshal has power to fine or im- 
prison for contempt. A history of the work 
done under Fire Marshal Hollenbeck’s ad- 
ministration was given, showing the increas- 
ing efficiency of the office with increased ex- 
perience. Following this was related the 
recent appointment of an inexperienced suc- 
cessor and the consequent change in the force, 
in spite of the protests of insurance men and 
companies. 

The law provided any excess of the amount 
received from the special tax not required to 
maintain the office should be paid into the 
state treasury. Mr. Hollenbeck turned over 
a large amount, but Mr. Davis, his successor, 
has increased the number of assistants and 
probable expense of the office. 

Believes the Ohio Law Is Unconstitutional. 

Mr. Sanderson took the ground, held by emi- 
nent counsel, that the taxing of the com- 
panies, which constitute but part of the pub- 
lic, for an office for the benefit of the whole 
public, together with extraordinary judicial 
powers granted the fire marshal, render the 
statute unconstitutional. He recommended 
that his hearers use all their influence to de- 
feat the passage in other States of laws like 
that in Ohio. He thinks that with the Ohio 
law such as it is and used for political pur- 
poses as it is, it would be better for the com- 
panies to have it abolished. He recommends 
that companies refuse to pay the tax or pay 
it under protest and test the constitutionality 
of the act. -He believes that no law can be 
constitutional which makes the companies pay 
for the maintenance of the office and he scouts 
the idea that the companies should submit to 
this law for fear of incurring the enmity of 
the political bosses who might get a worse 
one enacted. 

Favors Good Pire Marshel Laws. 

In conclusion he spoke in favor of state 
fire marshal offices, in charge of honest and 
capable officials operating under proper legis- 
lative acts. “Such state officers should be 
created and maintained as free from political 
influences as possible, for the protection of 
public and private property, for the safety of 
human life, in the interest of justice—for the 
benefit of humanity.” 

W. H. Stevens on *‘ The New Learning.”’ 

W. H. Stevens, secretary of the Agricultural 
Insurance Company, the last speaker on the 
day’s program, had for his subject, “The New 
Learning.” He first, however, paid his re- 
spects to the old. “Something must be radi- 
cally wrong with fire insurance,” he said. 
“Decade after decade passes and no substantial 
results accrue to the -stockholder, save such 
as may be secured by the clever manipulation 
of securities. Institutions that have accumu- 
lated large reserves do now, indeed, pay hand- 


some. dividend rates, but net from _ trade 
profit. 
“These are familias facts,” said he, “but 


from them we have, I fear, been drawing 
wrong conclusions. We have cast the, blame 
on the bucolic or the burglarious legislator ; 
on the iniquities of the incendiary policy- 
holder; on the times because they are too 
good; on the times because they are too 
bad; on the agent because he is too greedy 
or too indifferent; on electricity; on gasoline; 
on the tramp, and on the rat! They have all 
had a hand in the precious business, but I 
am veering slowly around to the conclusion 
that in the last analysis the trouble with the 
business is the ignorance of the manager and 
his staff.” 

Educational Requirements of the Underwriter. 

Mr. Stevens then spoke of the varied 
knowledge required of an underwriter. There 
is scarcely a department of commerce or 
manufacture, or of domestic, scientific or re- 
ligious activity with which he does not come 
in intimate contact and which does not pre- 
sent him with some sort of a problem. Mr. 
Stevens made a plea for the education that 
will fit a man to grapple with these problems. 
Long and tedious courses are prescribed for 
lines of activity not one whit more technical 
or difficult than underwriting. Underwriters 
have, however, been expected to develop from 
bright office boys or successful solicitors, with 
the aid of such a veneer of technical knowl- 
edge as a few weeks’ experience can give. 
The conviction seens at least to be slowly 
mastering the minds of the fraternity that this 
is an error and that it takes years of school- 
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ing to make an underwriter, and that it is a 
tremendous advantage to have as a sub- 
stratum a knowledge of mathematics and 
natural science and a brain disciplined in ab- 
stract thinking. 

Present Pield Men Will Be Future Managers. 

After a brief outline of the methods and 
shortcomings of the present system of de- 
veloping underwriting talent, Mr. Stevens dis- 
cussed the opportunities of men now in the 
business for ‘fitting themselves for higher pq- 
sitions. For many reasons the companies 
wisely look to the field men in recruiting the 
ranks of the managers. In the lives of these 
men there are necessarily many idle hours, 
and this time can be profitably spent in study 
of the technical side of the business. Formerly 
suitable textbooks were almost unknown, but 
such is not now the case. To achieve a broad 
education in the odd moments of life is not 
easy, but it is not impossible, and the tone 
of Mr. Stevens’ paper was to show that it is 
worth while. 

Commissioner Barry of Michigan. 

Thursday morning’s program opened with 
the paper of Commissioner James V. Barry of 
Michigan on “Underwriting from a Supervis- 
or’s Standpoint ; Supervision from an Under- 
writer’s Standpoint.” It was terse and epi- 
grammatic, and distinguished by that judgment 
and common sense he has shown in office. 
While he spoke of the importance of insurance 
to the commercial world and to society, he did 
not hesitate to point out some of the errors of 
underwriters in dealing with the public. 

Some of the Needs of Fire Insurance. 

Insurance he defined as the “equitable dis 
tribution of misfortune.” The distribution of 
the burdens of misfortune can be successfully 
accomplished only through the collection of 
funds sufficient to meet _not only the ordinary, 
yet stupendous fire waste, but also of an ac- 
cumulation of adequate funds for the greatest 
possible conflagrations. ‘The premium tax is 
the only method by which these funds can 
be collected, and this tax should be recognized 
as necessary by both the underwriter and the 
insured. ‘There is an imperative duty upon 
the insuring public and the underwriter to 
treat the premium tax fairly and intelligently. 
The insured should realize that adequate’ pro- 
tection demands the payment of an adequate 
premium, and that an adequate premium must 
provide for creating and maintaining a sub 
stantial surplus. 

Attitude Towards the Public Frequently Unfair. 

There has been too often a tendency on 
the part of the underwriter to assume that 
the insured is incapable of understanding the 
problem of rates, and to surround that prob- 
lem with an air of inpenetrable mystery which 
it is criminal for the insuring public to even 
seek to dispel. The public cannot be expected 
to treat a business with favor when interested 
men who make bold to inquire as to the why 
and wherefore are treated as though they were 
demogogues, or, in the current language ot 
the street, as impertinent “butters in. 

Mr. Barry advised frankness and directness 
in dealing with the public. The greater the 
simplicity and publicity given to every ele- 
ment of the business the more thoroughly will 
the business fulfill its mission, and the more 
completely will it avoid the difficulties, troubles 
and embarrassments with which it is too often 
beset. 

Dealings with Legislators Should Be Frank. 

He advised the same directness and open- 
ness in dealing with legislators. It is his 
belief, he declared, that if the average legisla- 
tor is approached with a plain explanation of 
a good law he will give it his support. A 
bad law, of course, should not be passed. He 
gave several instances where legislation de- 
S. H. Lockett Spoke on ‘‘ The Conflagration Hazard *’ 

The address of S. H. Lockett, head of the 
Insurance Survey Bureau, was on the subject, 
“The Conflagration Hazard.” Mr. Lockett 
first defined the conflagration hazard and 
then took up the causes of conflagrations and 
the means of their prevention. His definition 
was the inherent but dormant capacity of 
neighboring structures or bodies to cause a 
general fire in all such structures or bodies as 
are mutually exposed at the time of a fire. 
It is, in an insurance sense, a general fire in- 
volving more than one combustible unit. It 
is, as it were, an excaped element preying 
upon all it can devour—a gourmand feeding 

(Continued on page 16) 
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TRAGIC ENDING OF H. M. MAGILL 





Of one who filled the chair, 
Not now upon the active list, 
But out in the open air; 

A champion of the Union, 
Its welfare glad to serve, 

Ife wishes all assembled here 
The pleasure they deserve. 


A NOTHUER name might here be given 


Just as he had finished this stanza, referring 
to himself as one of the ex-presidents of the 
Union in his toast, “The Union—Our Prede- 
cessors,” Gen. H. M. Magill, for many years 
western manager of the Phoenix of Hartford, 
died at the Western Union banquet at the 
Hotel Frontenac, Frontenac, N. Y., Septem- 
ber 22. 

* * * 

He was present as one of the jovial banquet- 
ers, sitting at the right of President Sheldon 
of the Phenix, the toastmaster, in the place 
of honor. The toastmaster was at his best, 
rich and versatile in his introductions, happy 
in his manner. On reaching Mr. Magill he 
paid him a glowing tribute as being one of 
the charter members and commending his 
work in its development. Mr. Sheldon said 
Mr. Magill was young in spirit and heart, 
good for many years and all wished the 
full measure of joy to come to him in recom- 
pense for his work for others. The toast- 
master humorously referred to Cincinnati’s 





ing the deathly pallor and feeling he would 
collapse. The tax on his powers in recalling 
his lines was too great. The struggle to 
bring them back to memory was severe. Again 
it was a notable pecasion for the veteran. He 
was the only retired ex-president there and 
was busily greeting old associates and recety 
ing congratulations. At the afternoon ses- 
sion of the same day when J. M. DeCamp read 
the historical sketch, Mr. Magill had made 
some remarks and was greeted warmly. On 
the day before he was made an honorary mem- 
ber and his little speech elicited much ap- 
plause. In his talk in the afternoon he said 
he hoped to see the day when all the im- 
portant non-union companies would be in the 
organization. 
* * * : 

Mr. Magill had paid his hotel bill before the 
banquet, preparing to leave on the morning 
train for Cincinnati. He was expecting to 
get his family, visit a few days in Chicago and 
then go to Pasadena, Cal., where he spent 
most of the year. Mr. Magill has been rent- 
ing apartments in Cincinnati for the summer, 
mingling with old friends in that city. He 
always opened an office in one of the build- 
ings at Cincinnati while he remained there and 
also had one in Pasadena. 


Mr. Magill appeared in fine spirits at Fron- | 


j agents. 





Blackwelder of the Niagara. Each died with 
old friends around him. Both had been presi- 
dents of the Union. Some men who are not 
ordinarily at union affairs were present at the 
St. Louis banquet and this happened again at 
Frontenac. Mr. Magill and Judge Cary were 
almost the same age, each being 70 years. 

Mr. Magill has two sons in Chicago, Henry 
W. being city manager of the Pheenix of 
Hartford and Matthew E. being Cook county 
inspector for the company. Another son, Rob- 
ert M., is with the Anchor Fire in Cincinnati. 
The daughter, Miss Helen, lived with her 


parents. 
* * * 


The western department of the Phoenix was 
opened in Cincinnati in 1857, Matthew Magill, 
father of the decedent, being general agent, his 
sons, Robert H. and Henry M., being special 
In 1860 the elder Magill resigned to 
enter the Episcopal ministry and was_ suc- 
ceeded by his sons. Soon afterward R. H. 
Magill resigned to take the Pacific coast de- 
partment of the company. H. M. Magill then 
became manager and continued until Febru- 
ary, 1901, when Lovejoy & Spear succeeded 
him. 

+e * 


Mr. Magill framed the constitution and by- 
laws of the old National Board. He was 
a charter member of the Western Union and 
its president following C. H. Case. He was 
always prominent in committee work and 
was chairman of.the local board commission, 
covering the section tributary 'to Cincinnati. 





J. FB. 


Then followed Bissell, true and tried, a leader 


In the City of Chicago, five-and-twenty years ago, 

As the records of the Editor undoubtedly will show, 

A sturdy band ,ot hopeful men, with platform well prepared, | 
Entered upon a Union plan, in which you all have shared. | 


Downing of old Erie was the first to grace the East, 
Who still remains a steadfast friend and present at this feast; 


THE UNION AND ITS PRESIDENTS. 


Mr. Magill was reciting the following stanzas when death's hand touched him and he fell. 
just finished it, and, while applause was greeting him, he died. 


Another name might here be given, of one who filled the chair, 
Not now upon the active list, but out in the open 
A champion of the Union, 
He wishes all assembled here the pleasure they deserve. 


Tom Chard was next its president, an author of renown, 
Whose many charming volumes entitle him to a crown. 


The sixth stanza refers to himself. He had 


air ; 
its welfare glad to serve, 


in his day, 
Always to be relied upon to show the safer way. 


Cary came next—a gifted soul of intellectual force, 
A member ever noted for his oratorical resource ; 


And then came Major Harding, dean of the grand old guard, 


Friend of our younger days, and true, worthy our high regard. 


We next had Smith, and then Harbeck—nene name them but to praise— 








Then Bennett came, a stalwart chief, of conservatism rare, 
One whom you all remember well-—solid, sane and square. 


The next presiding officer was the well-known C. 
In all respects a striking man of character and grace. 
These five were old Association men, though termed the boys of 


West, 
Who laid the firm foundations that have stood Time's rigid test. 


The East then had a call—John H. Washburn was the man, 
A writer of rare brilliancv—please match him if 
And while not always winner in every compact race, 
Hie was a frank and fearless foeman, who never 


H. Case, 


you can; 





slackened pace. 


Conservative and earnest, types of the cherished days. 
When fields were being opened up and agencies put down 
They did their duty nobly, earning honor and renown. 


Colenel Cram of fair St. Louis was next elected to the chair, 
And everyone will testify his rulings were most fair ; 

And then came one of “the Bennett boys,” 
Lucid, strong and eloquent, he well deserves his fame. 


And still another name remains, before the list is closed, 
Of presidents who have served the Union cause; 

And when one mentions Blackwelder, surely all will say 
He filled the chair with honor, and this is his great day. 


J. M. Dec amp by name, 








smoky proclivities and said it seemed strange 
that so bright a gem should issue from that 
city 
Xs Mr. Magill arose, the toastmaster pro- 
posed a toast to his long life and happiness. It 
was drunk standing amid cheers and ap- 
plause. Mr. Magill stated that he noted the 
reference to Cincinnati and he would describe 
the city in the language of the old hymn: 
There is a land of pure delight, 
Where saints immortal reign ; 
Eternal day excludes the night 
And pleasures banish pain. 


* * * 


He had his response in verse, devoting an 
four-line stanza to each ex-president and one 
to the new officer, there being ten stanzas 
and 4o lines. Mr. Magill memorized all this 
and was speaking from memory; a severe tax 
even on a much younger man. When he 
reached Charles H. Case he faltered for sev- 
eral moments and then recalled the lines. He 
then quoted the reference to himself and 
the toastmaster laid his hand on the speaker’s 
shoulder, saying, “That's Magill.” Applause 
greeted the sincere expression of Mr. Magill 
and while it was going on he fell forward 
on the table. Those near by put him on the 
floor, secured stimulants and a physician, but 
no doubt he passed away on the moment. 
His body was removed to his room and dur- 
ing the night taken to Clayton on the main 
land, where it was prepared for passage to 
Cincinnati. 

i 

When he was recalling the verses applying 
to Mr. Case he grew very pale. Just as he 
sank down, President Skilton of the Phoenix, 
who sat near by, had almost reached him, not- 





tenac and was in better health than usual. He 
was never robust, having stomach trouble and 
an asthmatic heart. 

x * * 


The banquet promised *to be a notable func- 
tion. There was an elaborate menu, elegantly 
gowned and beautiful women, and the talent 
of underwriting in the West. The toastmaster 
was superb. Several set toasts were to follow 
and anticipation was keen. George W. Law, 
of the Royal, J. W. G. Cofran of the Hart- 
ford, Thomas E. Gallagher of the Atna, Mrs. 
I. S. Blackwelder, William McKay, Can- 
adian manager of the Royal, G. F. C. Smith, 
former Canadian-manager of the L. & L.& G,, 
and General Beath of the United Firemens 
were to follow Mr. Magill, and then was to 
come a bright galaxy of impromptu speakers. 
I. S. Blackwelder of the Niagara, reuring 
president of the Union, had just responded 
to “The Union,” referring to its birth and de- 
velopment, its functions and necessity. 

* * x 

The remarkable coincidence between the 
death of Mr. Magill at Frontenac and Judge 
Cary of the German American at the St. Louis 
banquet to underwriters by exposition officials 
almost make one feel uncanny. Each one 
expired at almost. the same moment of the 
evening, Judge Cary exactly six months be- 
fore. Mr. Magill died on September 22, 
Judge Cary March 22. Each died with his 
last words being those of good will to others, 
and the last sound each heard was the ap- 
plause of friends. Each died away from home 
at a brilliant function, garbed in evening dress. 
Each was the guest of honor, sitting at the 
right of the toastmaster. Each was the sec- 
ond on the program and each followed I. S. 








No manager was. better known than he and 
none possessed a more unique personality or 
more eccentricities. 

In its issue of April 19, 1900, THE WeEst- 
EKN UNDERWRITER published an historical ac- 
count of the western department of the 
Pheenix and a sketch of Mr. Magill. Regard- 
ing his interesting personality it said: 

“Of the personality of the man who planned 
and created this great business, a few words 
may not be amiss in connection with a 
biography of the department. Had he or any 
of the Phoenix people been consulted with 
regard to this article it may have been possible 
to present his portrait, though his antipathy 
to having his picture published is well known. 
He is, however, a connoisseur and enthusiastic 
collector of pictures of other people, and he 
had a small ‘curio room’ in the old building 
filled principally with photographs and _por- 
traits of various kinds. 

“Mr. Magill, or ‘General’ Magill, ‘general’ 
being a title accorded him partly because of 
his title of general agent and largely be- 
cause it fits him exactly, will, when you ask 
him his age, say, ‘A man is as young as he 
feels, and that he feels like a young man. 
While General Magill must be well along in 
the sixties, there are many men of fifty who 
look and feel older than he does. 

* * * 


“It is hard to describe the magnetic some- 
thing that pervades every work that General 
Magill puts his hand to and affects the very 
atmosphere in which he moves. An _ office 
boy in the Phcenix can almost. scent Mr. Ma- 
gill when he is on the same floor with him. 
He is not a large man; in fact, somewhat 
under medium size, but never lacking in dig- 
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nity, and a martinet in every sense of the 
word. His nature is as autocratic as that of an 
Alexander or a Cesar, he is quick and active 
as a cat, and a man with what is called the 
‘quivering eye.’ You can feel when his eye is 
upon you without looking at him. There are 
many other leaders of men or heads of large 
enterprises, by the way, who are credited with 
having the ‘quivering eye,’ and a man who 
possesses it is said to be usually successful 
in life. 

“Perhaps, after all, it is only the concen- 
trated fires of energy, ambition and determin- 
ation to succeed that shine through their only 
outlet, the eye, ‘the direct mouthpiece of the 
brain,’ and thus any eye could probably be- 
come a ‘quivering eye.’ General Magill has 
the faculty, peculiar usually to newspaper men 
alone, of taking an article or a letter and 
instantly grasping its contents without read- 
ing. 

“A newspaper man gets this faculty from 
long training and instructive knowledge of the 
formation of articles, but General Magill 
seems to have the natural sense. He is a 
man of strong likes and dislikes, of snap judg- 
ment, in which he is invariably correct, and of 
unerring memory. He is a great master of 
the intricacies of the business, a man who 
could fill any position in the office himself, 
and a man of great general knowledge, due to 
his ceaseless and untiring energy. 

* * * 


“His methods have not been always upheld; 
in fact, he has probably been criticised as 
much as any other manager in the West. He 
is the finest and smoothest of correspondents 
and his policy has been to assiduously culti- 
vate the local agent. Hundreds of agents 
swear by him, and many an agent has a letter 
of delicate compliment or warm commenda- 
tion from ‘the General’ framed and hung upon 
his office wall. His special agents seldom had 
absolute authority, and frequently he did not 
hesitate to overrule a special agent in order 
to please his agent. An agent who called at 
ihe office would go away forever preaching 
his virtues. Mr. Magill has been original in 
his methods of adapting his own ideas and 
those of others which he might approve in the 
enlargement of his own system and in build- 
ing upon them. 

* * * 

“Some other man’s ideas, useless to him, 
in the hands of the shrewd Phoenix manager, 
would prove rich in results. In this he differs 
from J. B. Bennett, who was, first and last 
an originator. General Magill has been and is 
a great admirer of J. B. Bennett’s ideas to his 
own business. During his long career General 
Magill has helped a great many men to posi- 
tions or given them places himself. He has 
had many pupils who owe their success to him. 
He has been ever ready to recognize and re- 
ward merit, but, owing perhaps to his own 
absolute supremacy in his office, not so many 
men have had the opportunity to cultivate their 
latent executive ability as they might have 
had in offices where the authority was not so 
concentrated.” 


x * * 

The funeral of Mr. Magill was held last 
Sunday afternoon, from Grace Episcopal 
Church, Avondale, Cincinnati, and the remains 


were interred in Spring Grove cemetery of 
that citv. His wife and daughter, accom- 
penied by the son, H. W. Magill, left this 
week for Pasadena. Cal. At the funeral were 
a large number of insurance men. The un- 
derwriters who were pall bearers were Presi- 
dent Skilton, of the Phoenix; J. M. DeCamp. 
Geo. M. Lovejoy, Theodore F. Spear and 
J. W. G. Cofran. 





MAKING INQUIRIES ABOUT INSURANCE. 


The National Association of Manufacturers, 
through its committee on fire insurance, ap- 
pointed at the recent session in Pittsburg, 
making inquiry of the various insurance de- 
partments of the number of fire insurance 
‘ompanies of all kinds doing business in the 
various States, together with statistics showing 
resources, business done and amount of taxes 


aid. The association is also making a com- 
ilation showing the requirements for the 
rganization and admission of the various 


kinds of fire companies and also what States 
iave valued policy and anti-compact laws, etc. 





Eliel & Loeb of Chicago have been ap- 
pointed Cook county agents of the Alleman- 
nia of Pittsburg to take effect October 1. 





COMMENT ON CONVENTION. 


MEN AND MEASURES AT INDIANAPOLIS 


Some of the Questions the Commissioners Dis- 
cussed and the Men Who Discussed Them-— 
Review of the Meeting. 





Insurance commissioners in convention as- 
sembled furnish a more favorable impression 
of the system of supervision than do the 
scattering and individual acts which reach 
the public ear during the year. When the 
officials get together and discuss the questions 
involved in supervision it is seen that they 
are not only really endeavoring to serve the 
people, but to do so with as little burdensome- 
ness to the companies as possible. The op- 
pression does not, as a rule, come from the 
commissioners; at least from those who 
attend the annual conventions. The annual 
gathering also gives an idea of the many diffi- 
cult questions which come up for consideration 
iu the course of the year. The administration 
of supervisory laws often seems harsh because 
the sympathy is aroused and it seems to the 
onlooker that some particular case might have 
been wisely handled in some other manner. 
It is no easy matter to look after the insurance 
business so far as the relations of the State 
are concerned. The companies must obey 
the law, and they usually are quite ready to do 
this; but there is so often a difference of 
ideas as regards interpretation in details which 
must be largely left to the discretion of the 
supervising official. 

How the New Men Appeared at the Convention. 

The new officials who appeared for the first 
time at this convention were quite an interest- 
ing study. 
and some of them have been in the insurance 
eye quite a little during the year, and of 
coursé@®@ what they would say and how they 
would say it created an interest in them. 
They showed up well and made a favorable 
impression. ‘There was Vredenburg of Illi- 
nots. His experience with the wildcats at- 
tracted attenion to him when he arose to 
speak. His bearing was pleasing, and what 
he has accomplished gave weight to his 
words. Then there was Auditor Carroll of 
Icwa, who succeeded Merriam, him of un- 
savory memory. His discussion of the un- 
authorized insurance question, as it developed 
from’ Chairman Folk’s report, disclosed the 
fact that he was an easy speaker and had 
been studying the problems of insurance as 
they affect supervision. There was F. 
Tesch of Colorado, who showed marked ability 
in getting promptly to the heart of a question 
and putting his views in such a manner as to 
aid the general understanding. Commissioner 
Prewitt of Kentucky proved a good listener, 
which is at times an excellent qualification. 

Vorys Is the Easiest Speaker in the Group. 

Superintendent Vorys of Ohio is by odds 
the easiest speaker and the most happy in 
putting things of all the commissioners who 
teok part in the discussions of the convention. 
His characterization of the tendency to under- 
estimate the difficulty in making changes and 
attempting to go faster than the convention 
has been used to going was ati enjoyable light 
on the dry topic of laws and legislation. The 
new brooms can learn a good deal of the art 
of official sweeping from the experience of 
Mr. Vorys in trying to bring about uniformity 
of legislative enactments. Especially happy 
was his story of how he and Heffner were 
going to get up a report between the morning 
and afternoon sessions of the Hartford con- 
vention with time left for lunch, and then 
came in at the opening session with the sug- 
gestion that the whole matter go over for an- 
other year. 

Characteristics of Different Committees. 

Either some of the committees are better 
workers than others or else the classification 
of committees is poor. Some committees 
do not make other than a brief oral report 
for years at a time, while other committees 
bring in a fairly long report every year. How 
would it do for some committees to make only 
biennial reports? In some directions, how- 
ever, the committee that does least in the line 
of recommendations serves the public and the 
business best. 

The committee in charge of the attempt to 
deny illegal companies the use of the mails 


They were in new surroundings . 





is possessed of a hopeful nature. Though it 
failed in having the measure it prepared en- 
acted by Congress it is just as full of fight as 
ever and will prosecute the campaign again. 
Like the Japanese it believes in attacking and 
attacking again. The sentiment of the con- 
vention was overwhelmingly with the com- 
mittee. One fact that came up several times 
during the discussion over the recommenda- 
tions of Mr. Folk, not in a very pronounced 
way, but so as to be quite noticeable, was this 
—if the commissioners do all they can there 
would be less trouble with unauthorized in- 
surance. The circularizer, who, as Auditor 
Carroll said, does not intend to bother with 
the payment of losses, could not be reached in 
many instances till he had done consideratble 
karm, as he is not known till his dupes begin 
to complain of having been badly beaten, while 
showing how saving at the spigot and wast- 
ing at the bunghole is practicable. 
Paper and Discussion on Rebating 

The convention listened to quite a little 
about rebating. It was impossible to tell what 
the members thought of the papers which 
contained this information so far as any dis- 
cussion was concerned. It was new and the 
insurance commissioners are never rash to 
the extent of expressing opinions until time 
enough has elapsed for forming judgment. 
The paper of Commissioner Barry gave them 
quite an amount of data upon which to base 
ani opinion, and it may be heard from next 
year. The compilation of Mr. Barry must 
have taken considerable work to prepare, and 
anyone desirous of knowing the legal status 
of rebating in these United States cannot do 
better than to secure a copy of the paper. 
Along with the information is quite a bit of 
official opinion as to the desirability of such 
statutes. This opinion is not exactly favorable. 
Both agents and company may find some re- 
semblance in the situation to the fable of 
how difficult it is to keep a stream clear when 
the fountain is muddy. It cannot be said 
that the consideration of the question by 
the convention has materially advanced the 
day when rebating can be spoken of in the 
past tense. 
Fraternal Insurance Was a Very Important Subject. 

One of the most important topics consid- 
ered by the convention was fraternal life in- 
surance. This was an inheritance when the 
fraternal committee reported what is known as 
the uniform bill and there came before the 
convention the fraternal bill. The great dif- 
ference 





between the two was the mortality 
tables to be used. This year the fraternal 
committee reported what had been accom- 


plished and reaffirmed its former conclusion. 
That the outlook was better seemed clear to 
the committee, but it did not seem that the 
progress is likely to be as rapid as had been 
hoped. The National Fraternal Congress and 
the Associated Fraternities both communi- 
cated with the convention, seeking farther con- 
ference. It was decided for the commissioners 
not to be represented at the meetings of either 
organization, but rather to authorize the taking 
up of the matter with committees to be ap- 
pointed by the fraternal bodies and try to 
work out during the year some plan which 
will be satisfactory and upon which all parties 
are agreed to build. 
Commissioners Think Uniformity Will Come in Time. 
There was no question considered at the 
convention of more importance or upon which 
there is more need of wise agreement than 
upon fraternal insurance. It affects so many 
persons and those which it affects often have 
no other provision for the future than the 
fraternal policies which they hold. It should, 
so far as the State is concerned, be that a 
fraternal policy should have the value which 
it purports to have. This can be secured only 
by conference and an agreement for the future 
organizations and an effort to bring the exist- 
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ing fraternals into line as rapidly as possible. 
It seemed to be the thought of most of the 
commissioners that the necessary uniformity 
can be secured and the fraternals be placed 
in such a position as to develop a dependable 
low cost system of life insurance. It cannot 
be done in a day, for the system as it is has 
been growing for so long a time along certain 
lines, and those in authority have been so sat- 
urated with present methods that changes will 
take a long time to bring about. 
Spec'al Deposits Not Regarded with Favor. 

Deposits always have a practical interest for 
managers of insurance companies. The sys- 
tem of special deposits is generally regarded 
by managers as burdensome and of small 
practical value to the insured. The leading 
paper on this subject was one by Commissioner 
Vorys of Ohio. His main question was as 
to the value of the plan and then as to how 
it worked. He likened the plan to overdosing 
of the corporate stomach. He said such de- 
posits are no guarantee of solvency. The ques- 
tion is rather as to who shall hold the funds. 
It was only partially applied: and, if it is de- 
fensible, it should be generally applied, which 
at once shows the absurdity of the plan. 
Special deposits are an inconvenience to all 
concerned, involving much labor and expense 
te both companies and departments. It is 
the opinion of Mr. Vorys ‘that at least 95 
percent of the men in the business are honest. 
se all should not be burdened for the benefit 
of the few. Only a small percent of the total 
payments to policyholders are ever from 
special deposits. 

Question of Closing Books at December 31. 

Mr. Vorys said that of those who have been 
born, lived and died without special deposits 
there has been no more scandal than of those 
which have made deposits. The commissioner 
from Ohio has reversed himself during the 
year in the matter of closing the books on the 
31st of December. He did it very gracefully, 
but he reversed his position all the same. Then 
he was insistent that the books be closed abso- 
lutely on the last day of the year and went 
home with that thought in mind. Then he 
began to study the Ohio statutes. As a result 
of that study he concluded not to ask for the 
necessary amendments to the laws, but to leave 
matters as they stand. The committee on laws 
and legislation recommended that the question 
of whether reference in the annual statement 
shall be made to the books go to the com- 
mittee of blanks to be reported on next year. 
Those who were at Baltimore and remember 
the disposition of the subject of closing the 
books on the last day of the year, the report of 
this year’s committee and the action recom- 
mended seems real funny, though probably the 
change of opinion is the best disposition that 
can be made of the matter. 

Convention Will Be Held in Recital Fall. 

The convention sessions will be held 
in Recital Hall in the Festival Hall building. 
As there are no committee rooms in the Inside 
Inn the headquarters of the convention will 
be in Festival Hall after the morning on 
which the convention begins. committee rooms 
heing available in that building. President 
North and Secretary Holmes will stop at the 
Inside Inn and it is probable that many of 
the delegates will do so. Information regard- 
ing hotels and private houses may be obtained 
by ge John R. Goodall, 913 Century 
Building, St. Louis. 





INTRICACIES OF DEAN SCHEDULE. 
Chicago, Sept. 26—To the Editor—As you 
seem urgent in your advocacy of local agents 
possessing the Dean schedule, I hand you the 
following English doggerel to show what 
effect this schedule had on a London clerk who 
tried to master it: 
Before you can master this intricate sum 


You must work seven years at the great Rule of 
Thumb. 
* * 


+ 
First find the Net Rate—it’s all down in a book, 
But it takes seven years to know where you should 
look. 
Then let seventeen clerks, for some seventeen days, 
Put on seventeen loadings in seventeen ways 
When these learned men tell you the figures 
they've got, 
Let an even more learned man add up the lot, 
Then the Chief multiplies it by seven or eight. 
Adjusts it, says “Guineas’-——-and there is your 
Rate. 


+ + * 


You think it looks simple? 


smart : 
Why! It takes seven years to accomplish the 
Art! 


“sg,” 


Don't think yourself 





AS SEEN FROM CHICAGO. 


THE MEETING OF THE UNION. 

The annual meeting of the Western Union 
at Frontenac, N. Y., was remarkable for the 
rapidity with which business was dispatched. 
There were three business sessions on Wed- 
nesday and all affairs were disposed of in tne 
one day. Only one negative vote was cast 





_on a legislative motion during the whole pro- 


ceedings, it being by W. H. Wyman, of the 
AZtna at Omaha. There has never been so 
short a business meeting. The issues of mo- 
ment were laid over. Harmony was in the 
air. The conflagrations had left their im- 
press. Debate was _feduced to a minimum. 


The governing committee report was an 
able document and much credit can be given 
Chairman G. H. Lermit for the work of that 
committee and the admirable manner in which 
it was presented to the Union. The plan to 
add a charge for conflagration hazard met 
with approval. The committee is securing 
data from all towns over 10,000 inhabitants. 
First it will decide whether a conflagration 
hazard exists. If such seems to be the case, 
four points will be taken into consideration 
after the conflagration area has been outlined: 
1. Water supply. 2. Fire department. 3. Vertical 
and horizontal openings in risks. 4. Unpro- 
tected windows. The committee will decide 
just what extra charge should be added. The 
maximum for each is 5 percent of the net 
schedule rate. Thus, a single risk could not 
have its rate increased more than 20 percent. 
In some cases there may be no charge for fire 
department or water supply, and yet be charges 
for the individual risk deficiencies, as in Min- 
neapolis, for example. Already Des Moines, 
Detroit, Duluth, Grand Rapids, Indianapolis, 
Kansas. City, Minneapolis, Quincy, IIl., St. Jo- 
seph, Mo., and St. Paul have been notified of 
the charge and will be given sixty days to 
make corrections. Both municipal authorities 
and the assured are advised by the raters hav- 
ing jurisdiction. The. Union desires these 
defects corrected and would prefer this course 
rather than the extra rate. Other towns will 
be notified in the same way. The Baltimore 
fire showed that lack of protection on win- 
dows and wall and floor openings added much 
to the spread of fire. The Union feels that 
this action can well be defended and will ap- 
peal to business men. 

The conflagration charge does not apply to 
fireproof buildings, sprinkled or preferred 
risks. The “excepted cities” will be exempt 
unless the local boards take action. The 
companies desire to reduce commissions in 
these cities before any conflagration charge 
is added. 


* * * 
The following officers were chosen: Presi- 
dent, J. W. G. Cofran of the Hartford; vice- 


president, G. H. Lermit of the Northern; 
secretary, John Marshall of the Firemans 
Fund. Mr. Cofran deserved the position. His 
company is a large and important one. He 
has been a faithful, hard, conscientious worker 
and has keen ability. Mr. Lermit’s labors on 
the governing committee entitled him to 
recognition, while Mr. Marshall, being one of 
the best secretaries ever in office, all want 
him to continue. 

The next meeting will be held the third 
Wednesday in March in the magnificent new 
Stratford-Bellevue Hotel, Philadelphia. 

* * 


On Thursday afternoon J. M. DeCamp read 
his historical sketch prepared by the ex-presi- 
dents. The document was couched in most 
pleasing language, clear, interesting and in- 
structive. It is a valuable document and will 
be printed in pamphlet form. Mr. DeCamp’s 
style in reading it was indicative of that 
gentleman’s ease and culture. 

Chairman J. M. DeCamp in this report 
referred to the chaotic conditions leading up 
to the formation of the Union, paying a just 
tribute to the old Western Association of 
Managers which antedated it. All active 
efforts of organizations had ceased in 1877 
and rates of premium and commissions were 
demoralized, and bad forms and practices gen- 
erally prevailed. Only fourteen of the forty- 
nine original members are on the roll to-day. 
(Eleven active and three honorary.) 

The report sketched the earnestness and 
simplicity of the — early meetings and ~ 
It de- 


spirit and unanimity that prevailed; 





scribed the functions and work of the lead- 
ing standing committees which compose the 
working machinery of the Union and recog- 
nized the obligation felt to the score or so 
of members who had performed the bulk of 
the labor. 

* *k * 

Chairman DeCamp then referred to the 
various grave problems and crises which had 
engaged them in the past, such as the question 
of farm property commissions, extension of 
resident secretary system, graded commis- 
sions and excepted cities. The report also 
dealt with the several conferences with non- 
union companies, and said the attitude’ of 
the Union was one of invitation, and all could 
afford to enter the same door, as had others, 
and help to make a more perfect union. The 
report spoke of results accomplished in 
twenty-five years; fifteen of the nineteen 
states had shown profit. The western field 
was the “garden of the gods,” but into which 
the devil sometimes came for recreation only. 

The report spoke of the work of the 
governing committee in schedule-rating and 
measuring the city hazards, and the work of 
the fire engineering committee in setting up 
correct standards of devices in heating and 
lighting. The report spoke of the benefits 
of close comradeship and life-long friendship 
and made touching reference to the many 
now dead who had Shaped legislation. 


The weather pean Pee meeting was cold, 
which kept the hotel Jobby animated. A trip 
among the islands was taken Thursday morn- 
ing. . Numerous ladies were present, adding to 
the pleasure of the occasion. The Canadian 
brethren had representatives there in G. F. C. 
Smith, formerly with the L. & L. & G, an 
old gentleman full of youthful spirit, popular 
and at home wherever he was placed. Will- 
iam McKay of the Royal was present, his 
headquarters being in Halifax. General Man- 
ager Alcock of the Royal, General Manager 
Cooke .of the Scottish Union, Manager 
Schreiner of the Munich and Charles Mc- 
Laren, English manager of the Phcenix of 
Hartford, were present. The field force was 
represented by W. R. Townley of Chicago, 
general agent of the Western and British 
America, Henry Fowler of the Home in New 
York and Mr. Phelps, New York state agent 
of the Citizens. 

mK a * 

Some of the golf enthusiasts tried the 
links. The chief devotees of the sport were 
George P. Sheldon, E. T. Campbell, J. Frank 


Edmunds, W. J. Littlejohn and Fred_S. 
James. W. H. Sage and. Secretary Smith of 


the German American distinguished them- 
selves one day by bringing in a choice string 
of fish. H. M. Magill was the only ex-presi- 
dent retired from business who was present. 
He was made an honorary member. His 
tragic death appalled everyone. 
++ t+ 

MERGER NECESSITATES MANY ENDORSEMENTS. 

To-morrow, September 30, is the day set for 
the merging of the interests of the American, 
the Consolidated and the Continental Tobacco 
companies into one corporation, to be called 
the American Tobacco Company. This will 
necessitate the endorsing of the great num- 
ber of policies in force throughout the country, 
and the local agents will be kept busy for a 
few days sending necessary notices to com 
panies. Since the 22nd inst. existing policies, 
at the request of Pate & Robb, New York 
brokers placing the line, have been kept alive 
by special agreement with the companies. 

++ ++ 
E. M. GREENE IS STILL LIVING. 

An amusing incident has resulted from the 
wildcat. investigations in Chicago. Detectives 
from the Chicago police department got after 
the United Fire Underwriters, a wildcat 
Lloyds, and arrested George E. Robbins, 
“Deacon” W. A. Lowell, M. W. Wittemore 
and H. K. Doty. Prior to the Robbins 
regime the concern was managed by E. M. 
Greene. It is stated that the underwriters 


were dissatisfied with their share of the 
“swag” and hence routed Greene. He had 
been arrested by the police and it is now 


alleged that his bondsmen in order to get rid 
of litigation, got him to leave, and then de- 
clared he was dead. However, Greene now 
comes to the front, and it is understood has 
turned state’s “evidence. W. M. Cowell of 
Kenosha, Wis., who is president of the Wis- 
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consin Agency Company, which owned the 
United Fire Underwriters, has also offered 
to turn state’s evidence and give all his docu- 
ments and letters to the police. Detective 
Wooldridge of the Chicago police depart- 
ment is working up the case and it is likely 
that some sensational evidence will be pro- 
duced. 
ae +t 
GOOD RECORD AS TO LOSSES. 


Johnson & Higgins, the New York brokers, 
have a remarkable record in their Chicago 
office. Ever since it was established they 
have not had a loss for an American com- 
pany. The office has only had two losses and 
in each case it was paid by a foreign company. 

Although the Chicago Underwriters Asso- 
ciation has fined the firm $50 for alieged rate- 
cutting on the Rockford (Ill.) glucose works 
and ordered it to cancel off the line and stay 
off for fifteen months, the New York office 
of the firm has religiously avoided taking any 
cognizance of the matter, as it claims the 
Chicago board has no jurisdiction over its 
affairs. The Chicago manager claims that he 
knows nothing of the Rockford transaction, 
as it was not placed by his office. It is now 
understood that the risk has gone to the mu- 
tuals and hence Johnson & Higgins have lost 
the line. 

et +e 
ROLLO AGENCY MAKES A CHANGE. 


On October 1 the old firm of Wm. E. Rollo 
& Co. of Chicago will be succeeded by the 
firm of Rollo, Webster & Co. James B. 
Tower, who has been associated with Mr. 
Rollo for twenty-seven years, retires from ac- 
tive business and will go to California for a 
needed rest. The new firm consists of the 
the remaining partners of the old firm, Wm. 
F. Rollo, son of the founder of the agency, 
and W. Dix Webster, who has been with the 
agency for some years. Mr. Rollo has been 
the active head of the agency for a long time 
and is well known throughout the West as 
general agent of the Girard. Mr. Webster is 
a forceful young man, who has done much for 
the agency. 

++ 
PERMiTS TO SHUT DOWN SPRINKLER SYSTEMS. 


In connection with sprinkler equipped risks 
it has been noticed of late that permits are 
being attached to policies giving permission 
to shut down the sprinkler system for thirty 
days, pending repairs to the plant, no additional 
premium being paid. Inasmuch as rates are 
reduced all the way from 50 percent to 75 per- 
cent for the maintenance, at all times, of a 
standard sprinkler service, and the insured, 
under the automatic sprinkler clause, agrees 
to use due diligence in keeping the equipment 
in first-class order, the companies think the 
insurers are “rubbing it in” when they ask 
for a free permit to cut off this protection. 

++ ++ 
OBJECT TO CHANGE iN LOSS PAYABLE CLAUSE. 

A revival of the old objectionable “or his 
assigns” is frequently noted of late, in con- 
nection with loss payable clauses. The stand- 
ard short form loss clause reads: “Loss, if 
any, payable to John Doe, mortgagee, as his 
interest may appear, subject to the conditions 
of this policy,” but the local agents are amend- 
ing the clause to pay John Doe, mortgagee, or 
his assigns, and the companies object, on the 
ground that due notice must be given when 
there is any change in the mortgage interest. 

++ ++ 

INVESTIGATING FIRES OF UNKNOWN ORIGIN. 


Inspector Johnson, of the Chicago fire de- 
partment, has set to work actively to investi- 
gate fires of unknown origin. Last week he 
reported to Chief Musham three fires as sus- 
picious, on which he had secured considerable 
evidence. Inspector Johnson is a new man 
at the business and is desirous of making a 
good record. 

++ ++ 
MUSHAM’S PLAN FOR SPRINKLERS. 

Fire Marshal Musham of Chicago has form- 

ulated a plan for extinguishing fires in high 


buildings, since exchanging views with the 
other fire marshals at their convention at 
Chattanooga last week. He proposes that 


each high building be equipped with pipes 
three inches in diameter or larger, extending 





from the ground aaah in the wall; one pipe 
for each floor. Each pipe should have two or 
three connections at the street to which to at- 
tach fire engines. In each story of the build- 
ing the pipe should terminate in a large cir- 
cular sprinkler, which would be made to 
whirl when the pressure was started, throw- 
ing the water into every part of that story. 
Scuppers should be provided to carry off the 
water. He would have this system installed 
for use only in emergencies. 
++ +e 

INSURANCE OF STATE PROPERTY UP AGAIN. 

The loss to the State of Indiana of about 
$65,0c0 in the Michigan City penitentiary has 
again called attention to the practice of many 
States in carrying no insurance. This has so 
far proven a hard year for States, with 
the losses on the Wisconsin and Iowa capitals, 
the chemical laboratory of the Ohio State Uni- 
versity and now this penitentiary. The at- 
tempt of the States to write jumbo lines on a 
few risks, for that is what this state insurance 
amounts to, appears to be as disastrous in 
results as those that attended the efforts of 
the illustrious P. B. Armstrong. The chances 
were in favor of Armstrong, as his lines were 
not so large and there were more of them. 

++ ++ 
ANOTHER BIG TORNADO LOSS. 

A big tornado loss at Oscaloosa, Ia., a few 
days ago, reported as total, has caused more 
talk of the way the companies have laid them 
selves open in writing tornado business with- 
out any safeguards in the way of coinsurance. 
One prominent company had canceled off the 
grocery stock that was destroyea because the 
discrepancy was too great between value and 
insurance. Of course, if the should be 
adjusted as total, coinsurance would not have 
helped matters. 


loss 


et ++ 
SCHOOLHOUSE LOSSES HEAVY 
Some of the companies are catching a bad 


lot of schoolhouse losses throughout the 
West. A man connected with one large 
western department says that his company 


would be glad to reinsure every schoolhouse 
on the books of the departmeit, if it could 
find a company that wanted them. The losses 
appear to have been mainly frame structures, 
although some city schools equipped in mod- 
ern fashion have gone too. In fact, it is to 
the modern equipment that many of these 
fires are ascribed. The ventilating system has 
drawn fires, when once started, throughout 
the building. A number of fires have also 
started in connection with the dry closet sys- 
tem. 
+e at 
ACETYLENE GAS ON THE WANE. 

The use of acetylene gas as a 
illumination seems to be on the 
is an unusual thing to find any such permit 
called for. Now and then a risk bobs up with 
an acetylene privilege a part of the contract, 
but the numerous gasoline devices are crowd- 
ing the calcium carbide product to the wall, 
and it is predicted that acetylene gas will 
soon go the way of the kerosene lamp, “‘the 
light of other days.” 


means of 
Wane, and it 
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WANT ADS. 


One dollar for first insertion. 
75 cents for each subsequent insertion. 
Special rates on ten or more insertions. 


WANTED—Fire insurance company "that 
will write farm business. Can give same com- 
pany a fine line of protected town risks. G. 














H. Reader, Scottville, Mich. 
FOR SALE—Four 2-section map _ racks, 
cherry wood, good for 14 to 18 volumes each. 


Will sell separately or 
surance Cx >mpany, 

WwW AN’ rED—Situation as special agent of : 
reputable fire 


Atlas As- 
Chicago. 


together. 
171 La Salle street, 


insurance company by a poate 
local agent with brains and ambition. Corre- 
spondence solicited. Address Special, Ty, 
care THE WESTERN UNDERWRITER, 164 La 


Salle street, Chicago, 





OHIO AND WEST VIRGINIA. 


ono DELEGATION HAS BEEN NASIED. 








President Wright Announces Local Agents 
Who Will Represent the Buckeyes at the 
National Convention in St. Louis. 





President J. Gano Wright, of the Ohio As 
seciation of Fire Insurance Agents, has ap 
pointed the delegates and alternates to the 
national convention at St. Louis the third 
week in October. The State is entitled to 
representation of ten, and from present as 
surances it is believed that there will be a full 
dclegation of ten delegates and ten alternates 
present. Almost an equal number of members 
from all parts of the State have expressed 
their intention of going, so that it is likely 
the banner. attendance from Ohio will be re 
corded this year. Following is a list of dele 
gates and alternates : Edward -E. Shipley, 
Cincinnati; J. S. Elliott, Springfield ; A. H. 
Bedell, Cleveland; E. R. Torgler, Toledo; 
W. L. Alexander, Canton; W. K. Osborn, 
Youngstown; Al. C. Lermann, Sandusky; 
John R. Boalt, Dayton; W. J. Eilber, Colum 
bus; W. C. Hall, Akron; Fred. Schlosser, 
Piqua; O. M. Stafford, Cleveland; J. S. Hil- 
Lert, East Liverpool; C. E. Daniels, Lorain: 
George Matt, Lancaster; Fred. Peters, Ma- 
rion; Ed. Flanders, Marietta; George H. 


Owen, East Liverpool; Charles D. Kidd, Day- 
ton. : 





OHIO AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 
Agricultural—Harvey E. Keiss, 
American, N. J.—Berkley & 

Frank W. Reiter, Napoleon. 
suffalo Commercial—Clark. B. 


Bucyrus 
Turley, lIronten: 


Daniels, Lorain. 


:' ~ oaeeoneel -Van De Boe; Hager & Co., Cleve 
and, 
Concordia—Louis Perezel, Cleveland. 
Connecticut—Jas. F. Wheland, Areadia: Andy 
Breanan, Wellsville; Carl H. Curtiss, Kent. ‘ 
Continental—Frank W. Reiter, Napoleon. 


Delaware—Mildred Todhunter, Middletown. 
Fire Association—J, = Hamilton, Marietta; 
Martin J. Burke, Marior 
County of Philadelphia—Bingham & 
Cleveland. 
German, Ind.—Irwin & Trago, Plymouth. 
( jermania—Albert L. Marting, Berea. 
German American—Paul J. Grisez, 
Mahlon 8. Shelley, Wadsworth. 
Home—Charles B. Conover, Franklin. 
L. & L. & G., Eng.—John F. Hamilton, 
N. W. National—Frank Apathy, 


Douglass, 


Louisville ; 


Marietta 
Cleveland. 


North German—Augustus F. Stubhldreher, Bar 
berton. 

Norwich Union—Emil P. Kapitzky, Strasburg ; 
Clark & Pike, Willoughby; Mrs. John J. Kelly, 
Niles; Frank W. Reiter, Napoleon. 

Phenix—Clark & Pike, Willoughby. 

Phenix, Eng.-—Thos. M. Saxton, Washington 
Cc. H.; W. D. Heckert, Fostoria. 

Providence-Washington—Charles Ss. sarnitz, 
Middletown. 

Reliance—William A. Gibbs, Springfield; W. 4G. 


Shannon & Co., Eaton. 
Security, Md.—Park L. 
Springfield—Van Burtis T. 

Clark & Pike, Willoughby. 
Star—W. B. Johnson, Elvria: 

son, Fostoria; Harbangh & 

Oliver C. Powleson, New 

Detch, Norwalk; Hl. H. 

ll. Shank, Springfield ; 
Williamsburgh City 

lortsmouth. 

United Underwriters 
field. 


Stanford, Cleveland 


Spitier, Findlay ; 


Thos. I. 
Trowbridge, 
Philadelphia; John R 
latch, Middletown; Geo 
Bale & Main, Delaware 

Miss Emma K. Johnson, 


John 
Piqua ; 


-Edward C, Wiles, Mans 
++ +e 
LOWER RATES AT COLUMBUS. 
Columbus business men are 


idly 


working 
to comply with the recom 
the report of the Ohio 
Inspection Bureau on the congested district 
of the city. As a result in several cases rates 
on risks have been lowered and Manager Sel 
lers says that on an average the insurance 
rates in Columbus have ben decreased in the 
last year. When the work of giving the city 
a better water supply is completed there will 
be a very material decrease in rates. 
++ ++ 
REFUSES TO REBUILD. 


It is stated that the Wehrle Company of 


as rap 
as possible 


mendations made in 


Newark, with a payroll of $30,000 every two 
weeks, has refused to rebuild its factory re- 
cently destroyed by fire, for the reason that 
fire protection is bad and the insurance rates 
have been largely increased. The company 
has now over fifty carloads of building ma- 
terial on hand Proceedings against the 
waterworks company are threatened because 
extensions of mains in the factory district 


haye not been made, as required by a resolu- 





| 
| 
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tion passed by the city council some time ago. 
There is considerable excitement over the 
condition of things in the little city. 





GET AUTHORITY TO BEGIN BUSINESS. 





Electric aud Traction Mutuals Will Now Ask 
Applications for Insurance—Will Write 
Only Protected Business. 


Authority to receive subscriptions and pro- 


ceed with the preliminary work has been re- - 


ceived from the Ohio insurance department 
by the Electric Mutual and the Traction 
Mutual of Cleveland. The requisite amount of 
insurance will be secured in small policies to 
begin with; but, after a permanent organiza- 
tion is effected, lines varying from $5,000 to 
$100,cco will be taken. While this would sug- 
gest a loss to stock companies, it will be re- 
membered that all traction companies have 
an immense amount of money invested in 
cars and car houses, so that after the mutuals 
take their lines, in most cases there will be 
quite a surplus. The best part of this affair 
for the stock companies is that the risks will 
be improved so much that there will be an 
opportunity to realize a profit from the busi- 
ness. However, this will probably be oftener 
the case with the cars and barns than with 
the power plants, which are much the _ best 
risks. 

A large number of applications are being 
received daily for insurance in these com- 
panies, but on the part of some there is a 
misapprehension as to what the companies 
really propose to cover. Managers of trac- 
tion property have in some way gotten the 
idea that they will accept anything in the 
railroad line without consideration of physical 
and moral risk. This is not true, as the stand- 
ard of the factory mutuals will be closely fol- 
lowed and nothing but protected risks will 
be covered. Many electric railway companies 
will have to spend some money before their 
properties will come under the class to be ac- 
cepted. They will be subjected to the closest 
scrutiny and frequent inspection. 





WEST VIRGINIA ASSOCIATION MEETS. 

The West Virginia Association of Local 
Fire Insurance Agents met at Wheeling last 
week. A number of new members were ad- 
mitted. Officers for the coming year were 
elected as follows: President W. S. Foose; 
first vice-president, J. N. Hendrix; second 
vice-president, W. S. McKay; secretary and 
treasurer, Frank Nichols. The following dele- 
gates to the St. Louis convention were chosen: 
W. S. McKay, F. Riester, James P. Adams, 
D,. E. Stalnaker, R. A. Alexander and Frank 
Nichols. A number of others will attend also. 

++ ++ 

GERMAN IN A BOARD OFFICE AT DEFIANCE. 

The German of Freeport was transferred at 
Defiance to Stever Bros. on August 25. 
Through an oversight it was mentioned in 
the issue of September 15 as one of the com- 
panies out of the board. 

++ +4 

NON-CONTRIBUTION CLAUSE AT CLEVELAND. 

The non-contribution feature has reached 
Cleveland, in connection with the line just 
placed on the stock of the Woolson Spice 
Company of Toledo, contained in the brick 
warehouse 223 to 257 Merwin street. In ad- 
dition to the clause stipulating that floating 
excess policies will not contribute in event of 
loss, there is also a clause in form requiring 
that loss will be adjusted and settled on the 
basis of the market value of goods at time and 
place of disaster. The companies object on 
both counts. 

++ +4 
OBJECTIONABLE MORTGAGE CLAUSE. 

The printed mortgage clause being used by 
the local agents in Mansfield, Ohio, in favor 
of the Mansfield Building & Loan Association. 
is objected to by the companies on account of 
the following provision: “The interest of 
mortgagee herein shall not be impaired by 
reason of additional incumbrances or change 
of mortgages, and vacancy permit shall not 
be necessary to keep policy in force as to 
mortgagee.” As this clause is in conflict with 
some of the policy conditions the companies 





are requiring the substitution of the union 
form of mortgage clause or the elimination of 
the objectionable condition of the loan com- 
pany’s form. 
++ a+ 
WRITING MORE WEST VIRGINIA LUMBER. 

The lumber business of West Virginia is 
increasing in magnitude, and companies for- 
merly prohibiting this kind of risk, when lo- 
cated away from agencies, are now looking 
with more favor upon the class: New mills 
have been built throughout the State, extra 
precaution taken by the owners, and as the 
timber supply is large there seems to be rea- 
sonable safety in writing the business. 

++ ++ 
PINK SLIP STILL IN FORCE. 

At Wheeling and Parkersburg, W. Va., the 
pink slip penalty for inadequate fire fighting 
facilities is still in effect, and the city authori- 
ties are making every effort to comply with 
the requirement, and thus secure the relief that 
has recently been given Paducah, Ky. 





COINSURANCE IS GAINING GROUND. 





Companies Find That Traction and Manufac- 
turing Companies Accept OCoinsurance 
More Willingly Than Formerly. 


It is said that the companies in Ohio are of 
late finding it easier to secure the adoption 
of the coinsurance clause than formerly. It is 
said that this is especially true of electric rail- 
way property. Traction companies in the past 
have, as a rule, accepted the clause on rolling 
stock, but have raised objections to its applica- 
tion on well-constructed barns and power 
houses. Probably the independent attitude 
lately assumed by the companies towards street 
railway risks has had something to do with 
the change of heart. 

Where the coinsurance clause is understood 
the larger manufacturers are showing a dispo- 
sition to accept it with a reduced rate. The 
trouble is that many agents do not seem to 
understand its operation, and do not explain it 
correctly to the assured. There is some ex- 
cuse for .this, as a prominent adjuster declares 
that the form in common use in Ohio is prac- 
tically meaningless and that a capable lawyer 
could probably nullify it in case of dispute. 
While a majority of the agents may know 
the real meaning of the clause, if a misin- 
formed agent gives an interpretation different 
from the others, the assured becomes suspicious 
and refuses to accept a rider whose meaning 
is thus made to appear ambiguous. It is said 
that this is an important obstacle to the gen- 
eral adoption of the clause. Another is the 
apparent indifference of many companies. 





GET OUT SPECIAL DWELLING-HOUSE POLICIES. 
Competition for dwelling house business in 
Ohio has caused some companies to provide 
their agents with special dwelling-house 
policies, some of which are said to eliminate 
many of. the general conditions of the policy 
contract, and also provide for payment of 
loss, immediately on receipt of satisfactory 
proof, without discount. Those who have not 
adopted this method of securing the preferred 

business are raising objections. 

++ ++ 

MUTUALS GET ANOTHER RISK. 

A line of $100,0co on the plant of the Tim- 
kin Roller Bearing Axle Company of Canton, 
Ohio, has been captured by the factory mutuals 
after rather a warm contest. The plant was 
recently equipped with sprinklers and the risk 
was worth going after. The factory mutuals 
are making good headway in Ohio, notwith- 
standing the fact that the Western Factory As- 
seciation is putting up a good fight on every 
risk. 

++ ++ 

ASKS ABOUT PORTSMOUTH WATERWORKS. 

The Ohio Inspection Bureau has addressed 
a letter to the Portsmouth Board of Under- 
writers, inquiring if the recommendations 
made last fall regarding the waterworks have 
been carried out. At that time the water- 
works were inspected by representatives of 
the bureau and improvements necessary to 
make it effective were suggested. The matter 





has dragged in the city council without much 
result, but conditions revealed by recent fires 
were such that the bureau has practically 
warned the local board that rate increases will 
be made if action is not taken in the near fu- 
ture. It is believed that the letter will stir 
the council into action. 





BAD FAITH CHARGED AT LANCASTER. 





Some Agents Claim a Few of Their Associates 
Try to Tie Their Hands and Then 
Violate Rules. 





A meeting was recently held in Fairfield 
county, at which all but three of the agents 
of the county signed an agreement to follow 
correct rates and practices. The three re- 
maining outside claimed to be suspicious of 
the good faith of some of the signers. It 
seems that some agents are willing to go into 
any agreement that will tie an honest man’s 
hands, but have no intention of observing the 
obligations themselves. All agree that a 
county association would be a good thing if 
it could be carried through, but the distrust 
and suspicion among the agents seems suffi- 
cient to prevent hearty co-operation. It seems 
no rule can be drawn strict enough to keep 
the tricky agents in bounds. 

There has been considerable rate-cutting 
of late, both in Lancaster and in smaller 
places. Some of the agents who are disposed 
to observe the rates feel it necessary to pro- 
tect their business. Those that have the in- 
terest of the association at heart feel that 
it is time for the companies to lend their as- 
sistance in preventing irregularities. Other- 
wise there may be serious trouble. 





STAMPING OFFICE IS SUCCESSFUL. 

The Hancock county board, which a short 
time ago adopted the stamping system, is now 
working very well, only one important agency 
remaining outside. Efforts are now being 
made to induce him to join. The only friction 
so far has been a charge of rebating made 
against one of the members, but he declares his 
ability to disprove the charge. 

++ ++ 
BOARD WORKING SMOOTHLY AT LIMA. 

All the agents at Lima are now passing 
their dailies through the stamping office, and 
the chronic disturbances that affected the busi- 
ness there for a long time seem to have dis- 
appeared. Propertyowners still obiect to the 
rates, but some are taking advantage of credits 
offered for improvement of risks. 

++ ++ 
PORTSMOUTH IS HARMONIOUS. 


Portsmouth is reported to be very quiet 
now, none of the agencies causing any trouble. 
Portsmouth is one of the most harmonious 
points in the State and the best of feeling pre- 
vails among the agents. The stamping sys- 
tem is in force there. 


OHIO AND WEST VIRGINIA NOTES. 


A new book of rates of Wellston will soon 
be issued. 

New tariffs are out for Deshler, Pioneer 
and West Unity, Ohio. 

Carl H. Curtiss has been appointed agent 
of the North America to succeed C. A. Smith 
at Kent, Ohio. 

The North America appoints C. S. Bradley 
at New Cumberland, W. Va. At Wellsburg, 
W. Va., the Philadelphia Underwriters goes 
to J. M. Cooper & Son. 


Union agents at Payne are asking their com- 
panies for relief, charging that the Germania, 
Cincinnati Underwriters and Northwestern 
National are after the preferred business. The 
relief will very likely be granted. 

The agency of James E. Whigam of Bar- 
berton has been purchased by Brouse & Hol- 
linger of Akron, who control a large amount 
of business in Barberton, which is a suburb 
of Akron. 


Squire Robert T. Howell, who for twenty- 
seven years has conducted an _ important 
agency at Bridgeport, has sold out to a Mr. 
Sheets, a new man in .the business, and wil! 
engage in the real estate business at Nor- 
folk, Va. 
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UNDERWRITING IN MICHIGAN 


IMPROVEMENT IN NORTHERN SECTION. 








Towns in Old Lumber District Are Now Be- 
coming Centers of Agricultural and 
Manufacturing Industries. 


The northern part of the lower peninsula 


of Michigan, which, like the northern part of 
Wisconsin, has been in disfavor with insur- 
ance companies on account of the lumber and 
forest hazard, is now receiving more favor- 
able attention. The busy towns that dwindled 
with the disappearance of the lumber industry 
are reviving, owing to the growth of agricul- 
tural and manufacturing interests. The old 
frame firetraps are being replaced by build- 
ings of good construction and the moral 
hazard due to a diminishing trade has disap- 
peared. The stumpage tracts which were once 
considered worthless are being converted into 
farms and a rapid, but healthy, development 
is noticeable. Several companies that have 
hitherto not -written north of the Grand 
Trunk Railway are beginning to plant agen- 
cies in the leading towns above that line. 
There are many growing towns in this sec- 
tion, such as Ludington, Manistee, Petoskey, 
Traverse City, Charlevoix, Cheboygan, 
Alpena and Cadillac. 





SOME RECENT MICHIGAN FIRES. 

The Tustin Times of recent date says: “As 
a result of no fire protection Luther last week 
suffered a $15,000 loss. Tustin will probably 
meet a similar fate some day if precautions 
are not taken. Why not spend a little for 
proper fire protection now and when the time 
comes save thousands of dollars worth of 
property ?” 

The loss of four frame store dwellings at 
Williamston with contents last week will reach 
about $6,000. The cause of the fire is at- 
tributed to a gasoline stove in a restaurant. 

_The $12,000 loss of the Huff block at Goble- 
ville resulted from lightning, the firemen suc- 
ceeding in confining the blaze to one build- 
ing. Two years ago the business section of 
the town was cleaned out by fire and was 
rebuilt with brick buildings. 

te a+ 
MICHIGAN AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 

American, N. J.—J. C. Prilhs, Fargo. 

American, Pa.—Albert J. Etcher, East Jordan; 
Call & Lilly, Petoskey. 

British America—R. P. Bigelow, Owosso, 

Farmers, Pa.—Call & Lilly, Petoskey. 

Fire Association—D. J. Treat, Decatur. 

Federal—H. C. Davis, Marquette. 

Germania—A. C. Christensen, Manistee; J. F. 
Morford, Onaway. 

Granite State—J. A. Fredenburgh, Pontiac. 

Hartford—Geo. A. McIntyre, Beaverton. 

L. & L. & G., Eng.—Leo. K. Hennes, Detroit. 

Milwaukee Mechanies—-A. R. Niles, Carson- 
ville; A. E. Briggs, Cedar Springs; Glenn M. 
Porter, Sand Lake. 

National Union—Edmund Ashford, Manistique. 

North German—E. F. G. Smith, Adrian. 

N. W. National—B. S. Harris, Dimondale; F. W. 
Wilson, Muskegon : W. I. Babcock, Niles. 

Prussian National—Newton FE. Miller, Athens. 

Phoenix, Eng.—Chas. M. Thatcher (succeeding 
Thatcher & Young Agency). Escanaba. 

Securitv. Md.—Wm. E. Shoemaker, Cheboygan. 

Star—Chas. Humphrey, Adrian: J. H. Kinnane, 
Dowagiac: E. V. White. Gladstone; Israel Frank- 
ford, Grand Rapids: M. H. Foard, Marquette: 
J. M. Hatch, Marshall; W. R. Mitchell, Norway ; 
i. O. Pierce, Niles. 

Union, N. Y¥.—C. L. Bailey, Mancelona. 

tt +e 
SCOTTVILLE’S IMPROVEMENTS. 

Scottville prides itself upon being a pretty 
fine place from a fire insurance standpoint. It 
has just added a duplicate engine, pump and 
well to the waterworks system, thereby en- 
abling it to furnish a double pressure in case 
of fire. It now claims the best system of 
waterworks of any town of its size in the 
State. The population has about doubled in 
jour years and is purely agricultural. There is 
not a sawmill in the corporate limits of the 
village. 








+e at 
MAY ORGANIZE CLUB AT ADRIAN. 
Prospects are good for the organization of 
. local club at Adrian, as the leading agencies 
have expressed a willingness to join. There 
are, however, several small agencies that may 
be hard to control; as they have not enough 





at stake to see the necessity for good prac- 
tice. Seven or eight of the agencies control 
the chief part of the business, while there are 
about thirty-one agencies in the town. The 
one-company men write a few risks each year 
and all they make is clear gain, and several 
of them, accepting the theory that half a loaf 
is better than no bread, are inclined to rebat- 
ing and rate-cutting. However if bad prac- 
tices among the important offices can be 
stopped, a few of the small fry on the outside 
may not cut much figure. 





MT. CLEMENS IS STILL TROUBLESOME. 


Most Agents Are Sideliners and Hard to Con- 
trol—Efforts to Be Made to Straighten 
the Town Out. 


Mt. Clemens seems to be a perennial source 
of trouble in the insurance business. There 
are too many agents in the town and almost 
all are sideliners, so that the problem of 
controlling them is a difficult one. Efforts 
to secure co-operation result in nothing, as 
there are always several ready to kick over 
the fraces at the first opportunity. There are 
few companies willing to write at less than 
advisory rates in Mt, Clemens, but rebating is 
so prevalent as almost to prevent any agent 
from retaining his full commissions. This 
makes a serious condition for those agents 
that are mainly dependent on insurance for 
a living. The situation is not any worse than 
it has been for a long time, but an effort will 


shortly be made to put matters on a good 
basis. “ 





CLUB MAY BE FORMED AT YPSILANTI. 


A local club will probably be organized at 
Ypsilanti in the near future. All but one or 
two of the agents have expressed a willing- 
ness to join and the prospects are good for 
getting the others in. Ypsilanti is a preferred- 
business town and is consequently subject to 
keen competition. While there are numerous 
agencies there, it happens that the chief dis- 
turbers are a couple of rather large offices. 





MICHIGAN NOTES. 


Fire commissioners of Lansing have let the 
contract for erection of a new fire house 
there to cost $11,000. 

The two new steam fire engines added to 
Detroit's equipment have been assigned to 
engine companies eight and nine. 

The village council of Plainwe!l has voted 
an extension of the water mains at an ex- 
pense of $2,600. Four and six inch standard 
pipe will be used. 

The village council of Ovid has voted to 
build a steel tower addition to the water- 
works tank costing $2,000. The work is to be 
completed October 1. 

The water committee of the common council 
of West Bay City has recommended exten- 
sion of a water main from the German-Amer- 
ican sugar factory to the Kern Manufacturing 
Company's mili, a distance of about 3,000 feet. 

A complete survey for waterworks has been 
ordered at Manistique, and when estimates of 
cost are in the improvement will be voted 
on at special election. The town has been 
greatly hampered for years by lack of fire 
protection. 

The fire commissioners of Lansing have 
appointed a committee to look up the matter 
of sub-stations for fire department crews. The 
city is growing rapidly towards the east, 
south and west, and better fire protection in 
these sections is necessary. 

The fire hydrants at Hancock have been ex- 
amined, and of the fifty-six hydrants five were 
found to be beyond repair, four were filled 
with gravel and stones, one was made for the 
size of hose used in Houghton, and there 
were. several other serious defects. All have 
been overhauled and made uniform. 


Nine of the twenty-three losses sustained by 
one of the Michigan farm mutuals this year 
having resulted from defective chimneys, the 
secretary has appointed the first Monday in 
October as inspection day, when all members 
are asked to make a thorough examination of 
their chimneys, stove pipes and stoves. He 
thinks that this precaution will result in a 
smaller number of losses for the coming year. 





FIELD NOTES OF WISCONSIN. 


JANESVILLE IS NOT BEING RERATED. 








Wrong Impression Has Got Abroad as to Ac- 
tion of the Wisconsin Field Club 
in the City. 


The field men of Wisconsin take exception 
to the report published in the Janesville Ga- 
zette to the effect that that city is being re- 
rated and the new rates forced on the local 
agents. Field men say that raters are sent 
there only occasionally at the request of the 
local agents to rate some new risk or special 
hazard, and that these raters are doing no 
more now than they have in the past. The 
local agents adopt these occasional rates that 
are made, but have declined to allow the city 
te be rerated. The field men naturally are 
not forcing the issue. Janesville is the only 
city in Wisconsin that has not been rated under 
the new schedules. 





WISCONSIN AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 


American, N. J.—N, E. Wilson, Port Washing- 
ton; Mrs. M. Strupp, Athens; J. F. Jones, Pe- 
waukee. 

American Central—E. J. 
Cc. H. Kline, Beloit. 

British America—A, J. 

Commercial Union, Eng.—Will 8S, Henry, Jeffer- 
son, 

Hanover—Arthur G. Bullock, 
Decker & Wunderlich, Brillion. 

Indianapolis—Edward H. Faulkner, Watertown ; 
Levi Lane, Oconto Falls. 

London & Lancashire—F. A. 
Heine, Milwaukee. 

Mechanics, Phila.—Henry 
Stevens Point. 

National, Ct.—Charles F. 
Pomeroy, Gay's Mills; 

Niagara—Emil V. 


Daly, Grand Rapids; 


Gemmill, Baraboo 


Lake Geneva; 


Conrad and Paul 
& Josie M. Finch, 
Kline, Beloit; G. G. 


W. E. Shimmin, Lancaster. 
Wernich, Hillsboro: George 


_E. Dawson, Brillion; Henry R. & Harry R. Allen, 


Merrill. 
Palatine—Warren A. Meiklejohn and Nathaniel 
W. Sallade, Fond du Lac. 
Pittsburg—oO. J. B. Brice, 
Green Bay. 
Security, Ct.—N. E. Wilson, Port Washington. 
Lodi Mutual—J. F. Roberts, Eau Claire; Lewis 
Knuth, Wrightstown: E. P. Worthing, Fond du 
Lac: R. W. Leuck, Waterloo. 
Poynette Mutual—E. P. Worthing, Fond du 
Lac; J. W. Winkenwerder, Appleton; R. W. Lueck, 
Waterloo: N. P. Christians, Oshkosh; Lewis 
Knuth, Wrightstown. 
++ 


John Shepeck, Jr., 


aE 
INVESTIGATING MUTUAL SYSTEM. 

The committee of the Episcopal diocesan 
convention of Milwaukee, that has been in- 
vestigating the question of organizing a mu- 
tual fire insurance company, reported to the 
convention last week. Sentiment was divided, 
so the committee simply asked for more time 
and was given another year for its investiga- 
tion. 

ae ++ 
ARREST OF ALLEGED FIREBUG. 

The Milwaukee police have arrested a man 
named William Volkman, charging him with 
setting fire to a dwelling at 605 Twelfth street, 
on August 25. The police say that they think 
Volkman has been responsible for ten fires 
since August 9. He has served one year in 
the house of correction for setting four fires 
in 1902. The man is apparently insane and 
starts the fires to see the engines and firemen 
at work. ‘The fire department has been trou- 
bled for some time by numerous false alarms 
from the regular boxes and from telephone 
calls. It is hoped that the right man has 
been caught and that he will be put out of the 
way of making trouble for a long time to come. 





WISCONSIN NOTES. 
Louis H. Cohen is a new agent at Bertha, 
Wis. 
The John L. Semmann Company has been 


given an independent agency of the North 
America at Milwaukee. 





Agents’ Comparative Record, 
Designed for keeping a complete record 
of the business of the Agency. Shows 
gross premiums, return premiums, net 

i commis- 


sions and balance due each in 
the Agency each month du year. 
Sample sent on 

‘am Western Unverweirm Co, 


ohnston Bldg., 164 La Salle S 
J CINCINNATI. aunen” 
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WEEK'S NEWS IN INDIANA. 


EVANSVILLE BOARD GIVES APPROVAL. 











Organization Adopts a Resolution @raising 
Companies Which Have Recently Advanced 
Field Men to Higher Positions. 





At a the Evansville 
Agent I. H. 


following resolution, 


recent meeting of 
Board of Fire Underwriters, 
Odell introduced the 
which was adopted: 

“The Evansville Board of Fire Under- 
writers wishes to place on record their hearty 
approval of the action taken by some of 
the leading fire insurance companies in pro 
moting from the ranks of their field men to 
higher office positions with them, viz: 

‘The Sun a London for the promotion of 
Special Agent H. N. Kelsey to assistant man- 
ager, and afterwards to manager of its west- 
ern department. 

“The German American of New York for 
the promotion of Special Agents W. H. Sage 
and John C. Ingram to the management of its 
western department. 

“To the Providence-Washington for the 
promotions of Mr. C. D. Dunlop from the 
field force of another company to the man- 
agement of its mountain department, and from 
this to the management of the western depart 
ment and later to the vice-presidency of the 
company. 

“The varied experiences of these 
the field and with local agents 
them a knowledge valuable to them in the 
future conduct of their business, and the 
local agents of these companies know that 
these men in their new positions are in close 
touch and sympathy with them. 

“These companies, through these appoint- 
ments, have shown the proper spirit, and they 
have found the key to a profitable business 
and pleasant relationship between the manage- 
ment and local agents.” 


men in 
have given 





SPLENDID RISK NEARING COMPLETION. 

The new power house of the Terre Haute 
Traction & Light Company is rapidly nearing 
completion, and large lines were authorized 
owing to the exceptional standard construction. 
There is but one charge under the schedule 
for deficiencies, the roof being composition on 
steel trusses, admitting a 5-cent charge over 
basis. 

The entire line has gone to the New Eng- 
land mutuals. Stone & Webster, owners of 
the plant, give the mutuals preference on 
approved business. The local agents, Kelley & 
Wagner, who control the general line at 
Terre Haute, intend making a fight to secure 
the business for the stock companies. The 
_ plant is undoubtedly an exception of its class, 
and, were it not for the protection of a bond 
issue, no insurance would be carried. 

++ te 
BUTLER GIVES SATISFACTION. 

Inspector L. C. Butler of Terre Haute has 
given the utmost satisfaction from the start, 
Terre Haute agents being more than pleased 
with the efficient and prompt ratings given 
out by the bureau. Mr. Butler, in accepting 
the position, encountered many _ obstacles, 
which he quickly overcame, introducing prompt 
and systematic methods. 

++ ++ 
INDIANA AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 

American, N. J.—E. G. Fitzmiller, Flora. 

Hartford—Clayton L. Steinbaugh, Kingman. 

Northern, Eng.—Emma _ Jackson, Greencastle ; 
Persons & Markel, Jasonville. 

Norwich Union—Allen T. Gardner, Jamestown ; 


B. H. Brown, Monon. 
Phenix—lIra L. Sink, Mooresville. 


Reliance—Hiram Plummer, Indianapolis; Geo. 
BE. Shaw, Elkhart. 
Springfield—Allman Bros., Crown Point. 
_— Ont.—Charles W. Straughan, Plain- 
field. 
++ ++ 


ADVANCE STILL ON AT EVANSVILLE. 


A meeting of Evansville officials and the 
board of underwriters was recently held for 
the purpose of discussing what the city had 
done to correct deficiencies and the chances 
of having the advance of 25 cents in rates 
removed. Mayor Covert reported that the city 
had bought one first-class engine and con- 
tracted for a second-class engine, which would 
be delivered shortly; had put in almost all the 





hydrants recommended by the insurance men 
and a large number of new alarm boxes. The 
underwriters did not appear to think that the 
advance could be removed until all recom- 
mendations had been complied with. 
++ ae 
INDIANAPOLIS CONFLAGRATION HAZARD. 

Rates are to be increased in Indianapolis on 
November 1 from 10 to 20 percent in the con- 
gested district because of inefficiency in water 
supply and the fire department and deficiencies 
in individual risks. The district affected by 
the increase is bounded by Merrill and Ohio 
streets, Alabama and Capitol avenues and 
along Washington street, from Noble to Cali- 
fornia street. 





PECULIAR DISPUTE AT TERRE HAUTE. 


Question of Contribution on a Loss May Have 
to Go to the Courts for Settle- 
ment. 





A peculiar insurance controvery has arisen 
in Terre Haute, which may find its way into 
court for settlkement. Assured purchased a 
dwelling receiving contract for deed, placed 
upon it $1,000 insurance in company B. When 
the deal was consummated the former owner 
agreed to turn over the policy which covered 
a like amount on dwelling in company A, but 
neglected to do so. Fire ensuing caused loss 
of about $800, and new owner immediately at- 
tempted to have the old contract assigned, 
also making claim to company A, whose ad- 
juster after investigation denied liability. The 
adjuster for company B, after settlement by 
appraisement, tendered a draft for 50 percent 
loss, holding company A liable for balance. 
The attorney for the assured now claims there 
was no existing liability as respects company 
A, holding company B liable for the full 
amount of the loss. The adjuster for company 
Ly contends that the policy of company A con- 
tributes, although admitting there is no lia- 
bility, citing lines 97 and 98 of the standard 
policy: “This company shall not be liable for 
a greater proportion of any loss than the 
amount hereby insured bears to the whole in- 
surance, whether valid or not, or by solvent or 
insolvent insurers.’ 





ABUSING GASOLINE SALE PRIVILEGE. 

The gasoline sale privilege is being abused 
at some points in Indiana. Frequent permits 
to keep one barrel of the fluid are reported 
without the required charge of 25 cents per 
$100, agents claiming that some companies are 
accepting the privilege without objection, and 
in many cases the stamping secretaries are 
marking the daily reports approved. Both the 
agents and the secretaries are being called to 
book for the violations of the rule. 





INDIANA NOTES. 


New tariffs have been published for South- 
port and Topeka, Ind. 

The general line of the Prox & Brinkman 
Manufacturing Company of Terre Haute was 
placed last week, showing a $26,000 increase 
under stock in warehouse items. It was 
learned the additional amount had been placed 
in the mutuals. 

W. E. Houk, of the Hidden-Houk Company 
of Terre Haute, is running for the office of 
representative, and it is safe to predict he 
will have an overwhelming majority from the 
insurance fraternity. The outlook for insur- 
ance interests at the coming legislature is very 
favorable. 
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STATE TOPICS OF ILLINOIS. 


TRY TO SETTLE SPRINGFIELD CASE, 








Illinois Field Organizations Meet and Uphold 
Action of Stamping Secretary, But Sug- 
gest Reduction of Fines. 





A joint meeting of the Illinois State Board 
and Illinois Field Club was held in Chicago 
Tuesday, to consider the Springfield mix-up, 
growing out of the fining of John C. Lanphier 
$225 by the stamping secretary for alleged 
violation of the rules. The Springfield agree 
ment provides that the stamping secretary shall 
have the power to fine local agents $100 for 
each violation where the correction is mot 
made within a certain time. Lanphier was 
charged with three violations, one of which 
was corrected. Mr. Lanphier protested against 
the fines, claiming that he was not given a 
hearing and that an injustice had been enacted. 

A committee visited Springfield and recom- 
mended to the executive committee of the 
state board that the fines be reduced to $25. 
This report was approved by the executive 
committee. The other agents in Springfield, 
and most of the other:special agents, imme- 
diately protested on the ground that the com- 
mittee that went to Springfield was interested 
in the Lanphier agency and composed a ma- 
jority of the executive committee. It was also 
alleged that discipline would be interfered 
with if the stamping secretary was not al- 
lowed to carry out the terms of the agree- 
ment. The field club also complained that 
its members were not consulted by the com- 
mittee that went to Springfield or the ex- 
ecutive committee of the state board. 

At the joint meetings of the two organiza- 
tions at Jacksonville a special committee was 
appointed to investigate the situation and this 
committee reported at the meeting on Mon- 
day. The meeting heard the report of the 
committee, which upheld the stamping secre- 
tary, but suggested that the fines be reduced. 
However, it was decided to leave the matter 
to the stamping secretary, with the request 
that the fines be reduced to about $50 or $75. 
This committee was continued and will visit 
Springfield to confer with the stamping secre- 
tary and attempt to harmonize the various 
interests. The committee consists of R. S. 
Odell of the Phenix, Guy A. Richards of the 
Commercial Union, M. S. Moore of the Equit- 
able, R..L. Harvey of the New Hampshire, 
Waite Bliven of the American of Philadelphia 
and L. S. MacEnaney of the Agricultural. 

It was recommended that the Springfield 
agreement be amended so that an agent 
charged, found guilty and fined, might have 
the power of appeal to the state organizations. 
Some complaint was made that although the 
Springfield agents united in the agreement, 
there were some phases of it that placed too 
much power in the stamping secretary. It is 
now up to Mr. Lanphier to see what he will 
do in the premises. Some of the special 
agents in his agency are considerably worked 
up over the matter, and unless the special 
committee can bring about harmony, ugly re- 
sults are liable to follow. 





ILLINOIS AGENTS TO MEET. 

The annual meeting of the Illinois 
Agents Association will be held in the rooms 
of the Chicago Underwriters Association in 
Chicago, October 14, at 2 p. m. The Illinois 
contingent expects to be well represented at 
the National convention in St. Louis. 

++ ++ 
GRAIN COMING IN SLOWLY. 

Grain is coming very slowly at East St. 
Louis. Last year all agents were full at this 
time, while nearly every one has open lines 
now. 


Local 


++ ++ 
UNIQUE AGENCY AT CAIRO. 


The position of the fire and general agency 
of H. H. Candee & Son, at Cairo, is unique 
in the history of Illinois underwriting. The 
agency is made up of fifteen fire companies, 
the average length of representation being 
slightly over thirty-one years, the “baby” of 
the office having been admitted in 1887. The 
agency was established by the late Henry H. 
Candee and associates, as Safford, Morris & 


Candee, January 1, 1858. Two companies, the 
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Hartford and A£tna, have been continuously 
represented since that time, or over forty-six 
years. Two others have been more than 
forty years in the office, the Home since 1861 
and the Phoenix of Hartford since 1863. The 
office has been the local agent of the Travelers 
since 1865, when that company had been in 
existence but one year. 

The agency is a growing one, reporting $31,- 
000 local fire premiums to the city authorities 
as a basis for fire tax for the year ending July 
1 last, as compared with $25,700 for the similar 
year previous. It has also considerable out- 
side fire business and large marine and casu- 
alty lites and does some $50,000 in premiums 
annually. 





E. A. PETERSON HAS BEEN INDICTED. 


Former Special Agent of the Continental in 
Illinois Charged with Securing Money 
on False Pretenses. 





E. A. Peterson, 
the Continental in 


formerly special agent of 
Tllinois, has been indicted 
by the grand jury at Batavia on the charge 
of obtaining money on false pretenses. Peter- 
son was discharged by the Continental some 
time ago, and it is stated that he belonged 
to a fraternity of touchers, working a number 
of special agents to his advantage for different 
sums. A few weeks ago he went to Batavia 
and called on E. S. Smith & Son, local agents 
for the Continental, stating that he came to 
lcok over their business for the company. The 
members of the firm expressed surprise, saying 
that they understood that he was no longer 
connected with the company. He assured them 
that he was again with the Continental. He 
went over the business with the firm and made 
several inspections. On his return to the 
office he asked E. M. Smith of the firm to 
endorse a draft for $30 on the Continental so 
that he could get it cashed at the bank. This 
was done and a little later the firm found that 
Peterson was not with the company. No 
tidings of Peterson’s whereabouts have been 
found. The indictment against him wiil 
stand, however, and it is likely that he will not 
touch Illinois soil. 





FIRM CHANGES AT BELVIDERE. 

Johnston & Merrill of Belvidere, Tll., have 
dissolved partnership. Mr. Johnston retires 
from the firm and is succeeded by Mr. Hey- 
wood, 2 well-known citizen of Belvidere. Mr. 
Merrill is a special agent of the Milwaukee 
Mechanics. 

++ ++ 
ANOTHER FIRE AT MATTOON. 

The fire last week at Mattoon adds another 
less to that city. It is supposed, however, that 
the recent fire was not due to an incendiary, 
hut followed from natural causes. However, 
Mattoon has a very unfortunate record. 

ad Lad 
FINE PROTECTED TOWN. 

Members of the city fire department have 
returned from their visit in a body to the St. 
Louis exposition.—Pittsfield (TIl.), News. 





ILLINOIS NOTBS. 
Krank Velde gets the Aachen & Munich at 


Vekin, TI. 
_Edward Benney has sold his agency at 
Streator to George W. Powers. 


East St. Louis has a new fire engine, which 
vill be installed in a few days. 

The Prussian National on account of bad 
experience is retiring from Marion, III. 

Asa C. Fernald succeeds John A. Whitman 

agent of the North America at Hoopeston, 
IIs. 

The Spring Garden has transferred from 
?. C. Fairbrother to Fink & Co. at East St. 
Louis. 





MAY NOT APPOINT A SPECIAL AT PRESENT. 


The special agency of the Delaware and Re- 

nee in Michigan and Indiana, vacated by 

e retirement of J. Sterling Kemp from the 
business, may not be filled for the present. 
‘anager Kemp is looking for a good man for 

position and he prefers to let it stand 

cant for some time rather than put in a 
‘an that does not suit him, 


THE WEST AND NORTHWEST 


LAMMERT F FURNITURE FIRE WAS SET 








William Wilke, An Employe, Confesses to Being 
An Incendiary—Thought He Is of 
Unsound Mind. 





William Wilke, a cabinetmaker and an em- 
ploye of the Lammert Furniture Company of 
Louis, voluntarily confessed to having set 
fire to the company’s plant on August 8, which 
resulted in a fire causing $80,000 loss. Wilke, 
who calls himself a socialist, also told of two 
other mysterious fires, which occurred years 
ago, while he was employed with another com- 
pany, and confessed to having set them. 
Wilke says that it was a great disappointment 
to him that the entire store did not burn, and 
that several days before the fire he bought 
two pounds of gunpowder and some fuses, and 
after quitting time on the evening of the fire 
he made a mound of the powder, attached a 
fuse, and, being alone in the building, ran out 
just before the explosion. Wilke says that 
by burning the store he thought he would pro- 
vide more work of the kind he does. He says 
he has no enemies at the store and has always 
drawn good pay. It is thought his mind is 
affected, as several years ago, before coming 
to this country, he suffered an injury to his 
head while serving in the German army. Mr. 
Lammert stated that he would prosecute Wilke 
unless it was decided by the physicians that 
his mind was affected. 





MUST NOT PAY EXCESS COMMISSIONS. 


Action Taken by the Union as to Compensation 
to Agents in Iowa and Ne- 
braska. 


At the last meeting of the Union action was 
taken toward prohibiting the payment of more 
than graded commissions in Iowa and 
Nebraska. Some companies took advantage 
of the technicality and were paying more than 
the usual commissions in these States, because 
they held it had not been made a rule of the 
Union at the semi-annual meeting to limit 
companies to graded commissions. In order 
tc make the matter definite the rule was passed 
at the annual meeting and the governing com- 
mittee was instructed to see that the com- 
mission rule was enforced. Companies can 
pay graded commissions in these two States 
without separation. 

Inasmuch as_ considerable controversy has 
arisen Over union companies reinsuring non- 
union companies .in these two States, the com- 
mittee was instructed to see that the union 
rule as to reinsurance is observed. This rule 
prohibits such reinsurance. This does not in- 
clude tornado insurance, as a special commit- 
tee has been appointed to report as to how 
far union rules apply on tornado business. 





JURY DISAGREED. 
recently tried at Fort Dodge, 
in which one Haggin sought to collect 


In a 
lowa, 


case 


$2,700 from the American of Newark and 
Security of New Haven for the loss of his 


drug store, the jury failed to agree, after 
ing out thirty hours, standing nine to three 
in favor of the defendants. The companies 
had been securing evidence for over a year, by 
which they sought to prove arson. 
++ ++ 
TO REVIVE NEBRASKA FIELD CLUB. . 

The Nebraska Field Club, which has been 
inactive for a long time, due to a lack of in- 
terest, has decided to call another meeting to 
revive the organization and discuss the situa- 
tion in Nebraska. An effort will be made to 
organize more local boards in the State, and 
thus stop the bushwhacking which is going on 
throughout the field. 

++ te 
MISSOURI! AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 

American, N. J.—E. A. Frye, Hunnewell; H. B. 
Smedley, Marceline: J. W. Fonda, Luray. 

American Central—-Steve Spaulding, Belle: W. 
¢. Goshom, Bellefluwer: A. Hl. Wood, Unionville ; 


A. N. Berry, Lincoln: Simon Ziegler, Garden City, 
Citizens—Rhodes & Clasby, Eldorado Springs ; 


he- 





Richard R. Dunn, Cedar City : Robert C, Edwards, 
Mokane; Edwin H, Brent, St. Louis, 
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Germania—Mrs. Willis A. Ball, Springfield. 

Hartford—Joseph H. Conrad. Liberal; Hardy 
& Austin, Elden; Royal M. Waters, Vandalia 

London—August J. Bauer, Jefferson City; 
Owen Hoover, Clinton. 

Milwaukee Mechanics—W. B. Johnson, Kansas 
City; Lewis P. Kelly, Granby. 

National Union—I. A. McCombs, Carrollton; 
J. H. Somerville, Cameron. 

N. W. National—John W. Farris, Lebanon; 
Herman P. Faris, Clinton; Hattie O. Watson, 


Bolivar: C. C. King, Springfield: Thos. 8. Raney, 
Green City. 
Norwich Union—Sam. J. Hoffheimer, St. Louis 


Royal—Francis M. Parker, Gallatin. 
Star—Moore & McClanahan. Caruthersville ; 
Dawes & Orear, Marshall; Wm. W. Ross, Butler; 
Geo. E. Chappell, Cape Girardeau; John M. Doran, 
Memphis: Will G. Moore, Carthage; Seott J 
Miller, Chillicothe; W. J. Buley, Monett 
Union—-Henry J. Armstrong, Louisiana 
Williamsburg City—-Ed. J. Pvans, Sedalia 


SPRINKLERS HAD BEEN TURNED OFF. 


Startling Revelation Made as to Conditions at 
the Christian Peper Tobacco Com- 
pany in St. Louis. 


Following the fire in the Christian Peper 
Tobacco Company plant at St. Louis, the dis- 
covery made that the water had been 
turned off the sprinkler system either before 
the fire or when it first began. Several 
charges have been made as to the responsi- 
bility of this action, but no definite conclu- 
sions have been reached. The St. Louis Fire 
Prevention Association is now conducting an 
examination. Underwriters are agreed that 
had the water been on the sprinklers would 
have held the fire in check and saved a 
heavy loss. Much criticism is being heard all 
along the line. 

It is claimed the engineer was instructed by 
a fireman to turn off the water. Another al 
legation is that the fusing metal was too hard 
The claim is also made that the first «engine 
arriving hitched to the siamese connection, 
but used a hose to throw water into the build 
ing, and thus it could not be told whether the 
sprinkler system was working or not. 


was 





FIRE PREVENTION ASSOCIATION’S OFFICERS. 

The Missouri Fire Prevention Association 
last week elected the following officers: Pres 
dent, A. A. Maloney, Kansas City; vice-presi- 
dent, C. H. Anderson, Hannibal; secretary, 
Edwin Fulton, Kansas City; executive 
mittee, J. D. Fleming, Marshall; D. C. 
cher, Madison Nelson and H. E. Minty, 
sas City. 

After the election the retiring ofhecrs and 
the incoming officers addressed the meeting, 
each urging the necessity for more work dui 
ing the coming year on the part of the mem 
bers. The only new legislation which the as 
sociation plans will be in charge of the new 
survey committee. ‘This committee, as soon 
as it is appointed, will draft ordinances pro 
viding for electrical and flue inspection in small 


com 
Zer 
Kan 


towns, to place such inspetcion on an equal 
basis with that in the cities. 
te ae 


MINNESOTA AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 
American, N. J.-F. W. Stevens, 
Camden— James M. Madison, 


Sanborn 
Osakis 


Commercial Union—John C. McLaughlin, Blue 
Earth City. 

German American, N. Y.—-R. D. London, Utica 

Mutual Cash Guaranty—B. C. Fuller, Worth 
ington. 

Merchants State Muiual——B. A. Olson, Halstead 

New York—-Landerdale Company & Sloane, Min 
neapolis. 

Northern, Eng.—James A. Robb, Eveleth; Don 
ald B. MeDonald, Virginia. 

Palatine—Fred A. Alexander, New Ulm 

State of Pa.—Annie Ewing, Princeton; Knight 
Record, Farmington; W. F. Odell, Chaska; J. J 


Fahey, Norwood; J. E. Tapley, Cass Lake; A. H 
Mass, Hutchinson; Peter Haan, Renville. 

Star—W. A. Plymat, Mankato; W. H. 
Cloquet. 

Union, Pa.—Gilbert & Wallman, Cambridge. 

United Firemens—F. A. Alexander, New Ulm 

United Underwriters—W. A. Baumann & Co. 
and John Rose. Winona. 

$+ ++ 
MUTUALS IN MINNESOTA. 

Minnesota is proving a profitable field for 
mutual fire insurance companies. Several 
have been organized in the State or have been 
admitted. from other States in the last year. 
Until recently mutuals confined their opera- 
tions largely to farm property and the coun- 
try districts, but now they are gaining ground 
in the cities. The Mercantile Mutual of St. 
Paul, with which has recently been consoli- 
dated the Equitable Mutual of Minneapolis, 


Skemp, 
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reports that it is doing three times as much 
business this year as a year ago. 

The Merchants State Mutual of North Da- 
kota and the Mutual Cash Guaranty Fire of 
Sioux Falls, S. D., have been admitted to 
the State recently, and among the mutual fire 
and hail companies that have been organized 
in the State are the State Town Dwelling of 
Austin, the Minnesota Mutual of New Ulm, 
the Farmers United Township Mutual Hail 
and the Park Region Mutual Hail. 

++ ++ 
BANQUET FOR CLARKSON. 

The field men of Kansas, Indian Territory 
and Oklahoma will give a banquet, in the Cope 
land Hotel, Topeka, October 18, in honor of 
H. Clarkson, the rater. 





STAMPING BUREAUS ARE EXPENSIVE. 


Iowa Field Men Find That Salaries Paid for 
City Work Are Too Héavy for 
Smaller Points. 


Special: agents in Iowa find that they are 
not able to extend the stamping secretary 
system to the smaller towns and cities on the 
same plan as is followed in the larger points. 
In the cities, ordinarily, a stamping secretary 
is paid from $40 to $50 a month, and in some 
cases an allowance is made for expenses. The 
field men discover that this expense is too 
heavy for a town where the volume of premi- 
ums is not so great. It has been suggested 
that the plan of paying from two to five cents 
for stamping each daily report be followed. 
It is figured out that the companies can afford 
this expense, and thus be able to maintain a 
stamping secretary. With the keen competi- 
tion in Iowa among all classes of companies, 
a stamping secretary system seems to be de- 
sirable and almost necessary. 





GENERAL WE3TERN NOTES. 


G. E. Carr of Stephen, Minn., 
agency to Cooke & Clark. 

Dahms & White succeed Frank E. Foster 
for the North America at Iowa City, Iowa. 

The Osceola, Iowa, agency of Frank A. 
Hilliard has been sold to Lac Lucy & Mont- 
gomery. 

Byrne, Harkins & Co. of St. Louis get the 
local agency of -the United Underwriters 
agency. 

C. D. Rushmore becomes 
for the Connecticut Fire 
Territory and Oklahoma. 

B. Landmark, Hampden, N. D., engages in 
the insurance business with the Firemans 
Fund and Philadelphia Underwriters. 


The Svea has appointed Albert S. McGhee 


has sold his 


assistant special 
in Kansas, Indian 





of St. Joseph, Mo., and W. J. Medes & Son 
of Kansas City as representatives in their 
respective cities. 
NORTHWEST MEETING. 
(Continued from page 7) 
to satiety upon all accessible viands. Es- 


caped is descriptive, since a fire must break 
its own bonds and attack neighboring bodies 
before it assumes the character of a con- 
flagration. 

Four General Causes of Conflagrations. 

In determining the causes of conflagrations, 
the manner of this escape is the chief concern. 
There are four general ways in which an in- 
dividual fire may spread and assume the 
dignity of a conflagration: First, by the heat 
of the flame itself; second, by radiated heat; 
third, by means of brands; and fourth, by 
the wafting of large volumes of unconsumed 
gases. 

Effects of Urconsumed Gases Least Understood. 

Of these the fourth is the least understood. 
Indeed, it has been quite generally overlooked, 
many attributing to what has been called the 
hot-blast feature of conflagrations effect 
really peculiar to the presence of such uncon- 


sumed gases and accountable for by them. 
Fires, for instance, have been observed to 
break out suddenly in buildings, trees and 
grass far removed from the original fire. 
These gases must exist in all large fires 
where large masses of combustibles are 


burned without sufficient oxvgen, this condi- 
tion being easily obtainable where a fire has 





already spread over a considerable area, or 
even in a single risk. These gases, which 
cannot burn or explode until they reach a 
supply of oxygen, are nevertheless heated to 
a high temperature and are carried along by 
the wind or the draft created by the fire itself, 
and burst into flame or explode when they 
come in contact with the air. This phenom- 
enon was frequently observed at Baltimore, 
many buildings bursting into instantaneous 
combustion, although far removed from any 
visible flame. 
The Prevention of Conflsgrations. 

Mr. Lockett’s discussion of the “physics” 
of a conflagration, of which this is only an 
outline, was very interesting, but his import- 
ant point was the problem of prevention. Be- 
fore going into that question he expressed the 
belief not only that they can be prevented, 
but in order to attain this end ideal conditions 
are not necessary. The problem is one of the 
isolation of risks—not perfectly, or according 
to rigid prescriptions, but by interposing bar- 
riers to the rapid progress of a fire. To do 
this, perfection is not needed, nor is any rad- 
ical change. The present protective and. pre- 
ventive devices are entirely adequate if intel- 
ligently applied. The standard requirements 
are sometimes absurd in particular instances, 
and it is just as absurd not to require many 
changes as it is to insist upon unnecessary 
ones. The solution is, therefore, to have all 
problems of protection and exposure decided 
by competent judges of the conditions pre- 
sented by each problem. The keynote of Mr. 
Lockett’s solution was the study of indi- 
vidual risks rather than the adoption of a 
rigid standard for all. 

Hon. Smiley N. Chambers of Indianapolis. 

Smiley N. Chambers of the Indianapolis bar 
spoke on the subject, “Insurance Men and 
Business from a Lawyer’s View.” He said 
that he did not believe the millennium would 
ever come in the insurance business, because 
the character of the calling forbids it. It 
has to do with unfriendly elements. The as- 
sured expects something from the companies. 
He has paid money in premiums and has not 
liad losses. He is convinced his rate should 
be reduced. He is not able to take a broad 
view from the companies’ standpoint. No edu- 
cation will enable him to see it. The assured 
seldom reads a policy. If he has a loss he 
expects to be paid, whether the terms of the 
contract have been fulfilled or not. The 
speaker said that uniform policies had been 
an advance, as there is a general line of court 
decisions that can be relied on. He said com- 
panies are timid in prosecuting fraudulent 
claims or going to legislatures to get favor- 
able enactments. He thinks a mistake is be- 
ing made by this attitude. The speaker said 
that some laws intended to be checks to the 
companies were disadvantageous to the assured 
and underwriters should be diligent until they 
are repealed. 

Local Agents in the Business. 


Mr. Chambers said that the local agent was 
the most important factor in dealing with the 


public. He stands in the place of the com- 
pany. In many ways the speaker held he had 
been the weakness of the business in not 


being qualified or competent. He brings on 
litigation ofttimes because of ignorance or 
negligence and thus harms his companies. He 
believes that companies show great reckless- 
ness in delegating so much authority to many 
incompetent agents. He sees a higher grade 
of men in the larger cities, but claims that in 
most of the small towns agents have no sense 
of responsibility, do not possess requisite 
knowledge, no experience, no consideration of 


moral hazard. He holds that managers and 
officials must bring about reform in getting 
better agents. The assured relies on the 
agent. The agent frequently involves his com- 


panies in needless litigation and controversy. 
Strength of Business in the Agents. 

The speaker declared that the strength of 
the insurance business was no greater than 
that which is represented in the character and 
ability of the local agents. He thinks that 
often companies are entitled to no considera- 
tion, because of their representatives that deal 
direct with the public, showing incompetence 
that would be ridiculous in any other great 
business. 





George T. Cram, president of the American 
Central, missed spending his birthday at home 
by going to the union meeting. He was sev- 
enty years old September 17. 





LIFE INSURANCE CIRCLES. 


BITTER CONTEST AIONG OFFICERS. 











President of American Centrai Life Asks Re- 
ceiver for Marion Brokerage Company, 
: a Large Stockholder. 


Judge Carter of the Superior court, 
dianapolis, appointed Hugh Dougherty, 
ident of the Federal Union Surety and 
Marion Trust Companies of that city, tem- 
porary receiver for the Marion Brokerag< 
Company, a concern the only assets of which 
are 6908 375-1,000 shares of stock of the 
American Central Life Insurance Company. 
Chas. E. Dark, vice-president, and M. A. 
Woollen, treasurer, are restrained from mak- 
ing any changes in the assets or accounts of 
the brokerage company. 

As indicated in THe WestTeRN UNpeEr- 
WRITER last weoes there is a contest for con 
trol of the American Central, which now rests 
with the brokerage concern, the only stock- 
holders of which are A. H. —. presi 
dent of the American Central, Chas. E. Dark 
and M. A. Woollen. The suit for a ghee 
nent receiver for the brokerage company was 
applied for by A. H. Nordyke. 

His petition sets out that on March 1o, 
1903, Woollen, Dark and Nordyke entered 
into a contract of partnership to do business 
under the name of the Marion Brokerage 
Company; that the partnership could be dis- 
solved at the option of two of the partners; 
that the partnership fund of $609,000 was all 
invested in 698 375-1,000 shares in the Amer- 
ican Central Life and that stocks owned by 
the partnership should be voted and all busi- 
ness transacted only as determined by a ma- 
jority of the three partners. The shares were 
given to Woollen to hold as trustee. The pe- 
tition further sets out that the business of 
the American Central Life has increased 
greatly, due to the management of the part- 
ners, and that the stock of the company has 
greatly increased in value since the partner- 
ship was formed. The shares have additional 
value because they represent a controlling in- 
terest in the company. 

The complaint charges that the defendants, 
Dark and Woolen, have conspired and con- 
federated to deprive the plaintiff of his rights 
in the management of the insurance com- 
pany. 

According to the statement of Chas. E 
Dark, E. B. Martindale of Indianapolis and 
C. F. Binkley and F. F. Bell & Co., brokers, 
of Philadelphia, have sold their stock in the 
American Central Life to M. A. Woollen. He 
secured $7,300 from Martindale; $1,000 from 
Einkley and $9,300 of it from Bell & Co. This, 
together with the stock previously held by 
him and with the stock and proxies held by 
Dark, gives Woollen and Dark control of the 
ccmpany, independent of the stock held by 
Nordyke, the president. 

Mr. Dark says that the contract referred 
to in the Nordyke petition held a provision 
that it could be terminated at any time by 
any two of the three and that he and Wooilen 
terminated it on September 109. 

The present proceedings, by agreement, ar: 
not to affect in any way the affairs of th: 
American Central nor involve any change in 
the officers of that company. 

Receiver Dougherty, on attempting to per 
form his duties, promptly ran against a snag 
in not being able to get possession of the 
~ssets of the brokerage company. He appealed 
to the court, which issued an order to the 
defendants to furnish all information th: 
receiver asked. 

The receiver informed the court that he wa: 
unable to obtain anything except two book 
of accounts, of little value to him. He could 
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not get hold of a single certificate of stock, 
although he had demanded them. He was in- 
formed that Woollen had used some of the 
certificates as collateral for loans at the banks, 
but the latter would not give any information 
concerning them without Woollen’s consent, 
and he was in another State. The receiver had 
information that a note for $4,000 and three 
for $10,000 each, secured by shares of the in- 
surance company, were in a tin box which was 
in the insurance company’s office until the ap- 
pointment of a receiver. It was said Dark had 
the key to this, but the box had been removed. 
‘The court was asked to order the appearance 
in court of Dark, Woollen, and the cashiers 
and presidents of three banks in order to sub- 
mit to an examination relative to the informa- 
tion desired, and that they produce the certifi- 
cates and notes involved in the case. The 
court issued the order, naming 9 o’clock Mon- 
day for the examination. Before that- hour, 
Mr. Woollen arrived in the city from Colum- 
bus, Ohio, and gave his consent to allow the 
receiver access to all books and assets of the 
brokerage company. The necessity of the ex- 
amination was thus removed. 

The newest factor in the contest, it is said, 
is the discovery that John S. Postal, an insur- 
ance man of Bluffton, Ind., holds a note of the 
Marion Brokerage Company, not due for three 
years, signed by the three men of the partner- 
ship. While this note exists, it is said, the 
partnership cannot be dissolved. 





WILL RECOMMEND A FRATERNAL LAW 





Commissioner Dearth of Minnesota Will Ask 
Favorable Consideration by the Legislature 
of the Ohio Fraternal Law. 


Insurance Commissioner Dearth of Min- 
nesota will recommend in his forthcoming life 
report that the next legislature adopt a fra- 
ternal insurance law similar to the one in 
force in Ohio, requiring assessment com- 
panies to establish rates sufficiently high to 
meet the mortality elements of the policy con- 
tracts. On this subject he says: 

“The persistent campaign which has for 
some years been waged on the part of the 
official management of some of the leading 
fraternal beneficiary insurance societies, along 
the line of educating their vast army of mem- 
bers or certificateholders to the necessity of 
paying a sufficient rate of assessment or 
premium to meet the mortality element of the 
contract at least upon the certain maturity 
thereof, is beginning to bear fruit, as evi- 
denced by the enactment of a really meri- 
torious statute in the State of Ohio by the 
last session of the legislature of that State. 

“While the legislation in question as finally 
enacted is not considered as perfect or en- 
tirely satisfactory in all respects, at the same 
time it is a long step toward the accomplish- 
inent of a much desired end, viz: the placing 
of these societies upon a permanent or relia- 
ble basis for all future time. A duplicate of 
said enactment, with such revision or amend- 
ments as may be deemed necessary, or at 
east such as may meet with the approval of 
ll parties who are anxious to protect the 
nterests of this vast army comprising the 
nembership, should be enacted by the com- 
ng legislature of the State of Minnesota, and 

is sincerely hoped that such a law will be 
laced on our statute books, thereby ‘securing 
ermanent and reliable indemnity to parties 
ceking this class of protection for their de- 
endent families.” 





MEETING OF ASSOCIATED FRATERNITIES. 
The Associated Fraternities of America at 
t. Louis last week elected the following offi- 
rs: President, W. R. Eidson, St. Louis; 
‘e-president, M. L. Campbell, Neenah, Wis. ; 
‘retary-treasurer, Edmund Jackson, Fulton, 
; members of the executive committee, 
( -orge R. McKay, Cleveland, O. and George 
Scott, Waverly, O. A _ resolution was 
| ssed authorizing the chair to appoint a com- 


Talk With McComb 


about a contract. Baltimore Bldg., Okla- 

homa City, O. T. Franklin Life is THE 

Company.’ Fine field—fine contract. 
“NUF CED” 
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mittee of five to confer with a like committee 
from the National Fraternal Congress, with a 
view to consolidating the organizations, or at 
least arranging for the two to work in har- 
mony. Portland, Ore., was chosen as the next 
meeting place. 





NATIONAL BOND AND TRUST QUITS. 


Chicago Concern with Sumptuous Offices and 
Great Amount of Lurid Atm sphere 
Closes Its Doors. 


The National Bond & Trust Company of 
Chicago has closed its sumptuous offices in the 
National Life building of that city, and seems 
to have gone out of existence. This company 
was being promoted by H. B. Gardner, who 
has figured more or less conspicuously and in 
a rather sensational manner in life insurance 
operations. He had interested originaally a 
number of prominent men in his enterprise, 
United States Senator Shelby M. Cullom be- 
ing made president. Later these people with- 
drew, but Gardner, with faith in the future 
and a large stock of “hot air,” proceeded to 
take stock subscriptions. Evidently he could 
not close when it came to getting the money. 
He enlisted C. E. Mabie, former president of 
the Iowa Life, in the enterprise, but the ma- 
chinery dtagged along in a ponderous way. 
It is not learned what disposition has been 
made of the company. 





PACIFIC MUTUAL CONVENT.ON. 

The World’s Fair convention of general 
agents of the Pacific Mutual Life will be 
held October 24, 25 and 26. There will be 
three sessions on Monday and Tuesday and 
two sessions and the banquet on Wednesday, 
leaving but little time for sightseeing during 
the convention. Several officers of the com- 
pany will be present. 

++ ++ 
LIFE APPOINTMENTS. 
OHIO. 

American Central—Frank D. 

tankers, Ia.—Chas. L. Richards, Cortland ; John 
F. Detenbacher, Canal Dover 

Equitable, N. Y.—Fred G. Kline, 

Fidelity Mutual—G. M. Bailey, 

Home—George Wolfe, Berea. 

Alexander, 


Spear, Cleveland. 





Fremont. 
Cleveland, 


Interstate—Abram A, John C. W. 


McKim, Columbus. 

Illinois—Wm. C. Seran, New Cumberland; 
Daniel V. Carter, Bowling Green. 

Mass. Mutual te Il. Hemfey, Cleveland. 

Mucual, N. Y-- J. Gough, Franklin. 
P a Benefit— Frederick M. Robinson, Green- 
jeld. 

National, Vt.—Orion L. Shank, Dayton. 

New York—Thomas Dunlap, Toledo; Earl R. 
Lines, Dayton. 

Pacific Mutual—Chas. H. Hubbell, Cleveland. 


Pittsburg L. & 
Provident L. & 
Security T. 
neta; Geo. W. 
ley; C. J. 


T.—W. F. Bailey, Bethesda. 
T.—Geo. M. Caven, Cincinnati. 
& L.—John Frohnenberg, Wapoko- 
Carr, Cincinnati; C. Kobe, Find- 
Stein, Glandorf. 

i Paul Mce- 


Jones, 
Youngstown. 





Freeport ; 
Jacob Adam, 


United States—Roscoe R. 


Farland, Cincinnati; 


Johnson, Fort Recoy- 
ery. 
WISCONSIN. 
New York—Ellis E. Gott, Elkhorn; William 
Grotjan, Milwaukee. 
N. W. Mutual—W. D. O'Malley, Waucusta. 
INDIANA, 


Bankers, Iowa—A. W. Conner, 
Mutual Benefit—W. Phil Banks, 
New York—Campbell Vance, Carl Coller, 
L. Tusler, Chas. T. McLain, Walter L, 
and A. F. Garrott, Indianapolis: Chas. FE. 
Richmond; Wm. Grube, Jr., Wheatfield: 
Feirick, Elkhart; John TT. Lamb, 
Chas. R. Oreutt, Laporte. 
N. W. Mutual—Arthur B. 
N. W. National—J. D. 
Security T. & L 


Indianapolis. 

Warsaw. 

Chas. 

Tibbetts 
Morris, 
Calvin 

Bloomfield ; 


Hunter, 
Wright. 
C. S. Tripp. 


Hagerstown. 
Tipton. 
Rossville; W. C. 
Kirchoff, Vincennes; Thos. M. Fisher, Ment- 
gomerv: J. R. MeIndoo, Freedom; James Kratzer, 
Rushville; T. J. Anthony, Glenwood: W. M. Bar- 
rett, Greenfield; Frank A. Hall. Indianapolis; J. 
Tyson, Sullivan; Joseph T. Jenkins, Greentown ; 
S. Rosenthal, Tipton; B. H. Brown, Monon. 
MISSOURI. 
Kansas City—H. A. Buckley, Neosho, 





Mo. State—Geo. E. Norman, Cabool. 

Mutual, Ill.—Robert 8S. Tiernan, Howard L. 
Stont and Ira T. Brown, Nevada. 

New York—Jobn VY. Fleming, Neosho; Herman 


Eckert, Joplin. 
Penn Mutual—Chas. 
Security T. 
Roy W. 
Green ; 
Glover. 
Travelers—Lovell 
Palmer, Chillicothe. 


MICHIGAN. 
AHtna—J. B. Thomas, Cassopolis. 
Federal—J. H. Carey, Detroit; G. 
troit; D. C. Nye, Detroit. 


K. Allen, Maryville. 

& L.—Geo. 8S. Estell, Kansas City; 
Rodgers and Web P. Bibb, Bowling 

Charles Wynn, Belle; Geo. W. Scoggin, 

Pattison, 


Tipton; Elgin M. 


F. Hale, De- 





Home—E. M. Robb, Detroit. 

Mutual Benefit—F. N wae. 

Wm. Nicholls, Lake Linden ; F. 
Michigan Mutual Wiltiam 
National, U. 8S. A.—Daniel 
New York—D. M. Johnson, 


Coldwater ; 
Noyl, Laurium 
Killifer, Paw Paw. 
Wing, Detroit. 
Coopersville. 


Security Mutual—-R. W. Booske, Detroit; F. D. 
Smith, Grand Rapids; Geo. W. Haffner, Lennon ; 
W. D.. Kelly, Muskegon; E. Lamora, Traverse 
City. 


Security T. & L.—A. A. Adams, Detroit; T. A. 


Hayes, Detroit. 
MINNESOTA. 
Fidelity Mutual—John.- H. Conway, St. Paul. 
Home—Gerald W. Massey, Little Falls. 
Mutual, N. Y.—Thomas Shambaugh, Austin. 
at ++ 


GRAND RAPIDS DELEGATES NAMED. 

The Grand Rapids Life Underwriters Asso- 
ciation has chosen delegates to attend the 
national convention held at Indianapolis in 
October, as follows: L. B. Hall and E. G. 


Squires, Prudential; H. W.. Le Sage Ten 
Broek, Metropolitan; C. H. Perkins, Mutual 
Benefit; A. B. Donaldson, A2tna; A. M. Ash 
ley, Union Mutual; S. C. Brock, North Ameri- 


can; A. D. Swain, New England Mutual; 
H. Z. Ward, Michigan Mutual; S. M. Wright, 
Equitable of Iowa. 





SOME EVENTS OF TRAVELER’S WEEK. 


How the Company Will Entertain the Agents— 
Comments on the Result of the 
Big Contest. 


Hartford, Conn., Sept. 27.—(Special.)—Of 
all the many events which mark Hartford as 
a leading insurance center, few, if any, are 
more important or widespreading in their 
effect than the annual convention of Travelers 
ficld men. The meeting, which will take 
place next week, bids fair to greatly surpass 
all previous gatherings of its kind. Already 
preparations are being made for the reception 
and entertainment of the company’s guests 
who, to the number of more than two hundred, 
will assemble from all parts of the country 
for the purpose of increasing their efficiency 
by contact with one another and by becom- 
ing more familiar with the systems of the 
home office and the underwriters of national 
repute, under whose guidance the company 
has climbed to an enviable position in the 
esteem and confidence of the insuring public. 

While there are to be five business seSsions 
it is not intended that the delegates will lack 
for amusement or por or Me ae 2 and a ban- 
quet, theater party and trolley trip to historic 
Farmington will be some of the features which 
will make “Travelers Week,” as the event is 
popularly known, a thing to be long remem- 
bered by the visitors. ‘The genial disposition 
of President Sylvester C. Dunham assures the 
company’s guests a cordial reception and, as in 
previous years, the efforts of the entire official 
staff will be directed towards entertaining the 
delegates. 

A noticeable number of the field staff who, 
to use the words of President Dunham, have 
“elected themselves by meritorious records as 
delegates to the company’s third annual con- 
vention,” will be present from the West, and 
nce portion of the country will be without at 
least one representative. All departments are 
to convene in session, but, while the life and 
accident men will meet together, the liability 
department will have an assembly hall of its 
own. 

At the conclusion of the banquet a number 
of prizes will be distributed to those of the 
managers and agents whose work during the 
six months’ contest has been especially com- 
mendable. The entire expense of each dele- 


Life Men Wanted 


Several District Managers, Special Agents 
and one Superintendent of Agents, by the 


Cermania Life of New York. 





A first-class contract and satisfactory arrange- 
ments with the right parties. Correspondence 
confidential. 


PAUL FEINKNOPF, State Mgr. 


210 Johnston Bidg., Cincinnati, Ohio. 
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gate will be borne by the company. The con- 
vention will open with an informal reception 
at the Allyn House, Monday evening, October 
3, and will extend through Thursday. As 
nearly as can be estimated the new premiums 
resulting from the contest aggregate more than 
$1,000,000, and the results are very satisfactory 
from the company’s standpoint. 





NATIONAL OF VERMONT EXAMINATION 





Examiners Find Very Little to Oriticise and 
Give the Company More Surplus Than 
It Had Claimed. 





The report of the examination of the Na- 
tional Life of Vermont made by the Vermont 
department has been made public, and reflects 
credit upon that sterling company. The in- 
come and disbursements and cash on hand 
were found correct as reported by the com- 
pany. The real estate was appraised at a 
slightly lower figure by the department than 
by the company, although sales made during 
the examination were at a higher figure in all 
cases than either the company or department 
had yalued the property at. It was found that 
mortgage loans were secured by property worth 
nearly twice the amount loaned in most cases, 
although in twenty-nine cases it was found that 
the security had fallen below the charter rule 
of the company. - A little criticism is made on 
one mortgage loan and on one loan on col- 
lateral. ‘The examiners reduced the assets 
$61,443.28 and the liabilities $97,925.18, making 
an increase in surplus of $36,481.90. 

In an explanatory note President DeBoer 
states that the entire cost of the examination 
was $6,119.48, which the company paid, as the 
law of Vermont does not provide for the ex- 
pense of its own supervision. 


ROCKFORD LIKELY TO BE ORGANIZED. 


Some of the life underwriters of Rockford, 
Hll., are interesting themselves in the organi- 
zation of an association and they expect to 
see the organization started within the next 
three or four weeks. For a city of its size 
Rockford is an unusually important place from 
a life insurance standpoint, as nearly all the 
companies are represented there, many by 
managers or general agents. It is thought 
there is plenty of material for a good associ- 
ation. 

++ ++ 


NEW GENERAL AGENCY OF MUTUAL BENEFIT. 


Peter White & Co. of Marquette have been 
appointed general agents of the Mutual Bene- 
fit for the Upper Peninsula of Michigan, this 
territory having been formerly a part of that 
of State Agent 
Peter White & Co. have represented the com- 
pany as district agents for three years and 
have brought it into prominence in their field, 
where it was formerly but little known. 

++ ++ 
LIFE COMPANY STARTING IN OKLAHOMA. 


The Oklahoma Life Insurance Company of 
Oklahoma City is being organized with $200,- 
000 capital. E. O. Fox of Des Moines is the 
moving spirit in the enterprise. Large sub- 
scriptions to the stock are reported as having 
been made. 

++ ++ 
LOS ANGELES |S ORGANIZED. 


On September 17 a number of life insurance 
men of Los Angeles met in the office of the 
Pacific Mutual Life and organized the Los 
Angeles Life Underwriters Association. The 
following officers were elected to fill out the 
balance 
Tuesday in January, 1905: 
Holley, Pacific Mutual; 
Guy, Penn Mutual; 
P. Trunbower, 


President, Wm. V 
vice- -president, a 4 
second vice-president, W. 
Connecticut Mutual; secre- 
tary, C. I. D. Moore, Conservative; treasurer, 
H. Haskel, Home Life. The executive com- 
mittee consists of the president, secretary and 
treasurer and the followin E. L. Tedford, 
New York Life; W. D. Stirdivant, Phoenix 
Mutual; Mr. Shannon, Fidelity Mutual; C. W. 
Fisher, Union Central; and W. S. Hinman, 
rravelers. President Holley was formerly 
manager of the Travelers at Cincinnati, where 
he was quite active in association work. Pres- 
ident Holley has issued a letter asking all 


agents to join in the movement, but stating 


A. §S. Johnson of Detroit. 


of the fiscal year ending the third 





that there will be no hard feelings if they do 
ot. 
. ++ ++ 
DAYTON ASSOCIATION'S MEETING. 


The quarterly meeting and banquet of the 
Dayton Life Underwriters Association was 
held on September 19 and proved a very pleas- 
ant affair. Among the speakers were Charles 
A. Gummere of the Franklin Life, and Wm. 
F. Nuttall, superintendent of the Prudential. 
Vacancies in the vice-presidencies were filled 
by the election of Wm. F. Nuttall as first vice- 
president and Frank I. Brown as second vice- 
president. Wm. R. Sullivan was elected to 
the executive committee. President Cord was 
given power to appoint the five delegates and 
five alternates to the national convention. 

at ++ 
SUES MUTUAL LIFE FOR $25,000. 


F. B. Havens has entered suit in the circuit 
court at Kansas City against the Mutual Life 
of New York for $25,000 damages. He 
alleges that the company caused his arrest in 
St. Louis and that he was placed in irons 
and taken to Carthage, Mo., to answer a charge 
of embezzlement, and that after being kept 
in jail thirty-six hours the charge against 
him was dismissed. He alleges tliat his repu- 
tation was ruined, 

++ ++ 
GIVEN ACCESS TO EQUITABLE’S BOOKS. 

Albert Ellinger has been given permission 
by Judge Tarrant of Milwaukee to go over 
the books of the Equitable Life on sworn 
copies thereof with a view to learning why 
the dividend on his 20-payment life policy for 
$10,000 was not as big as he alleges the agent 
told him it would be. ‘The company has been 
ordered to give him the necessary access to 
the books or sworn copies. Ellinger is suing 
for the alleged difference between estimated 
and actual dividend. It is scarcely likely he 
will find it unless he looks the books over 
very carefully. 

+e 
ARCHER BROWN’S INSURANCE. 


Archer Brown, the millionaire New York 
dealer in pig iron, who died suddenly of heart 
disease last week, carried life insurance to the 
extent of $200,000. His policies were issued 
by the Prudential, Mutual Benefit, Penn Mu- 
tual, Provident Life & Trust and Provident 
Savings. He recently dropped insurance 
amounting to $50,000 in the New York Life. 





Dr. John M. Emery, actuary of the Iowa 
department, has been made actuary of -the 
Des Moines Life. 





= — — ——~ 


LIFE NOTES. 


President ZT. R. Palmer of the Minnesota 
Mutual Life Insurance Company has gone 
to New York and Boston on a business trip. 
He will be gone several weeks. 


The State Life is‘opening an office at Rich- 
mond, Ind., in charge of Wm. R. Jaffray, 
formerly manager of the ae department 
of the Prudential at Davenport, 

O. H. Palmer, formerly cashier “a the New 
York Life at Indianapolis, but in the field since 
last December, has recently placed a policy 
for $100,000 on a business man of the city. 

A loan of $500,000 has been made on the 
new fireproof Schofield building at Cleveland 
by the Northwestern Mutual Life. This is one 
of the largest insurance loans ever made in 
the city. 

George R. Sapp, general agent of the New 
York Life at Marion, Ind., was chased by 
hold-up men the other night. They wanted 
two fine diamonds he wears. He held them 
off till they concluded to retire. 

All the delegates from the St. Louis asso- 
ciation to the National Convention have signi- 
fied their intention of attending except W. J. 
King, manager of the Massachusetts Mutal. 
A number of alternates will go. 


Prof. D. M. Hammond, an educator of long 
experience in southern Indiana, becomes man- 
ager of the Equitable Life at New Albany. 
His territory is Floyd, Harrison, Crawford, 
Washington and Clark counties. 


At the regular monthly meeting of the Mich- 
igan Life Underwriters Association of De- 
troit, President Hubert H. Ward, of the Na 
tional Association, will be present and address 
the members on “The Association Movement 
of the Future.” - 


The Pacific Mutual Life has secured an 
injunction at Cleveland to restrain P. W. 
Ditto, its former state agent, from interfering 
with its business. Mr. Ditto is now with the 
New York Life. The company charges that 
he is trying to twist policies. 

The body of Mrs. Jones Watson has again 
been exhumed at New London, Mo., and 
another investigation will be made relative to 
the theory that she died from poisoning. Some 
parts of the body not hitherto examined will 
be taken to Ann Arbor, Mich., for examination 
by specialists ‘there. 

W. R. Wilson, assistant superintendent of 
the Prudential, in Leavenworth, Kan., has 
been arrested on the charge of forgery and 
obtaining money under false pretenses. It is 
alleged that he forged a death certificate and 
a check for $120.70 in payment of the claim. 
Playing poker is the cause assigned. 
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30th Year of Business 
$25,000,000. 


cent of Maturity Value of Bond. 
quarterly or monthly, 


expectations. 


ment bonds has never been equaled. 


ia E. VINTON, President. 
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TO BOND MEN 


THE MIDDLESEX BANKING COMPANY 


of Middletown, Connecticut 


Assets, $6,767,338.32 


Now offers its 10 year 41, per cent PARTICIPATING GOLD BONDS 
interest payable annually. 


The Maturity Value of these Bonds is $200.00 and upwards. 
Payments may be made annually, semi-annually, 


THESE BONDS ARE SOLD TO LARGE AND SMALL INVESTORS. 


Many agents have taken up this work and have succeeded beyond their and our 
If your references are right and earnestness of your purpose is unquestioned, 
we have an opening of wonderful possibilities for 


GENERAL, SPECIAL AND LOCAL AGENTS. 
$2,500 to $7,000 paid to traveling special agents. 


The record of The Middlesex Banking Company in the field of participating invest- 


Address all communications to 


MIDDLESEX SECURITIES COPIPANY, 
52 Broadway, New York. 


>) 


Securities Redeemed 
Promptly and Profitably 
to All Investors. 


Annual payment to per 


A. > HARBAUGH. General Manager. 
W. H. KENNEDY, Supt. of Agents. 
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AMONG THE GASUALTY MEN. 


CONSIDER HAVING NATIONAL BOARD. 














Casualty Managers Discuss Plans for an Organ- 
ization on Lines of the National Board 
of Fire Underwriters. 


Thirty representatives of casualty and mis- 
cellaneous companies met at the offices of the 
United States Casualty in New York on Tues- 
day for the purpose of organizing a National 
Board of Casualty Underwriters, modeled on 
the plan of the National Board of Fire Under- 
writers. John T. Stone of the Maryland Cas- 
ualty acted as chairman. Eight companies 
which were not represented sent letters ex- 
pressing their approval of the movement and 
promising to co-operate. The object of the 
association will be to promote harmony, bring 
about correct practices and principles in under- 
writing, adopt uniform and correct~ policy 
forms and clauses and suppress systematic 
fraud as to claims. The advisability of en- 
larging the scope of the International Asso- 
ciation of Accident Underwriters will be con- 
templated and possibly this organization will 
be used as the basis for the national board. 
A special committee was appointed to formu- 
late plans and will meet on October 12 for this 
purpose. The committee consists of John T. 
Stone, Maryland Casualty; H. G. B. Alexan- 
der, Continental Casualty; Edson S. Lott, 
United States Casualty: George F. Seward, 
Fidelity & Casualty; F. B. Allen, Hartford 
Steam Boiler; Oscar Ising, Ocean Accident ; 
H. G. Penniman, A*tna Indemnity; Dr. R. S. 
Kellor, Philadelphia Casualty; N. T. Woods, 
— Plate Glass; Walter C. Faxon, A£tna 
Life. 

The following companies were represented : 
New York Plate Glass, A©tna, Indemnity, New 


Jersey Plate Glass, Hartford Steam Boiler, 
Title Guaranty & ‘Trust, Fidelity & 
Casualty, Metropolitan Plate Glass, Ocean 


Accident, New Amsterdam Casualty, Pennsyl- 
vania Casualty, United States Casualty, Phila- 
delphia Casualty, Maryland Casualty, Lloyds 
Plate Glass, AZtna Life, Continental Casualty, 
Great Eastern Casualty, American Bonding & 
General Accident. 





GARDNER GOES TO PACIFIC COAST. 

William J. Gardner, for some time manager 
of the New Amsterdam Casualty for Illinois, 
at Chicago, has been appointed manager of 
the western department of the accident and 
liability department of the 7Ztna Life at San 
Francisco. This department has just been 
established and will handle the business of 
the entire Pacific coast, extending as far east 
as Salt Lake City. Mr. Gardner is in every 
way qualified for the position of manager, as 
he had earned for himself a place among the 
most successful casualty men in Chicago. He 
was formerly with the Fidelity & Casualty, 
whence he was called to the managership of 
the New Amsterdam Casualty, where he made 
2 fine record. He was induced to make his 
recent change by the delicate condition of his 
wife’s health, which is unequal to the rigors 
of Chicago winters. 

C. J. Porter, who for some time has been 
connected with the office of D. W. Burrows & 
Co. of Chicago, managers of the liability de- 
partment of the Aftna Life, has been appointed 
successor to Mr. Gardner as manager of the 
New Amsterdam Casualty for Illinois. 

+e +e 
ETNA INDEMNITY MAKING PROGRESS. 

The contest for control of the A=tna In- 
demnity among the various groups of stock- 
holders appears to be settled to the satisfaction 
of the parties interested. There have been a 
number of resignations of minor officials of the 
company since H. G. Penniman, formerly man- 
ager of the southern department at Baltimore, 
became general manager at the home office. 
Mr. Penniman is rapidly introducing improve- 
ments which are recognized as of great value. 
_ ihe company being young and numerous 
changes in its management having taken place, 
there was a lack of system, each prominent 
ofice having a system which its manager had 
brought from some other company. Mr. Pen- 
Ninan is bringing about uniformity. All 
Olices will now liave the same system of rec- 





r 


ords and accounting, all being duplicates of 

the home office records for that agency. In 

the event of the destruction of either set of 

1ecords it could be replaced in a few days. 
++ ++ 


SMALL LIABILITY CLAIMS. 


Some liability men think that companies 
should enter into an agreement, declining to 
pay claims of less than $25. Some assured 
do not present claims when they are in small 
amounts, while others do. These small claims 
take time to settle, and in the aggregate make 
quite a drain on the company. The present 
liability rates in many instances are not ade- 
quate to meet the losses and there will have 
to be a bolstering of rates all along the line. 





IS SUICIDE DEATH BY ACCIDENT? 


This Is the Question to Be Decided in a Case 
Brought in Missouri Against the 
Travelers. 


Mrs. Lillian B. Ayres, widow of the late 
Amos B. Ayres, has brought suit in the circuit 
court at St. Louis against the Travelers in an 
effort to collect $3,000 under an accident 
policy. Ayres committed suicide. The Trav- 
elers paid a $2,500 claim under a _ like 
policy he held, but it refuses to pay more 
than $300, or 10 percent of the accident policy. 
Mrs. Ayres claims that under a decision of 
the Supreme court of Missouri suicide is held 
to be an accident, while the company stands on 
a decision of Judge Phillips of the Federal 
court at Kansas City in the case of Whitfield 
vs. AEtna Life, in which he held that the 
company is liable only for the amount stipu- 
lated in the policy in case of suicide. 

At the last session of the Missouri legis- 
lature a bill was passed exempting the acci- 
dent insurance companies from the provisions 
of the statute that makes suicide no defense. 
Sufficient pressure, however, was brought to 
hear upon the governor to induce him to veto 


the bill. 





CASUALTY APPOINTMENTS. 


OHIO. 
American Bonding—Tom ©. Crossan, New Lex 
ington, 
Central Accident—-W. C. Lewis, Worthington: 


J. P. Williams, Yellow Spring; W. R. Tyler, Mud 
son. 

Employers Liability—Henry 

General Accident, Pa.—H. BE. Lott, Marion. 

Great Eastern Casualty—W. Champanois, 
Coshocton; Howard G. Hudson, Blanchester; W. 
S. Lyons, Newcomerstown. 

Metropolitan Plate Glass—Francis & Ramsey, 
Youngstown; Berkley & Lwerley, Ironton. 
; New Amsterdam Casualty—C. B. Metcalf, Find- 
ay. . 

North American Accident—W. G. Lyman. Leon; 
Walter F. Rawdon, Geneva; Winfield S. Richards, 
Fremont; Chas. E. Stevens, East Farmington. 

Philadelphia Casualty—R. 8S. Wortman, Defi- 
ance. 

Standard Accident—E. H. Gambold, Springfield. 

Title Guaranty & Trust—D. S. Creamer, St. 
Clairsville; J. C. Ault, Steubenville; BE. J. Duer, 
Millersburg: M. A. McConnell. Coshocton: R.- B. 
Moore, Cambridge; Walter & Spence, New Phila- 
delphia ; C. M. Osborn, Cadiz; D. Getzman, Car- 
roliton. 

U. 8S. Casualty—Claude E. Otto, Findlay: Frank 
J. Derrick, Cleveland; F. B. Hawkins, Youngs- 
town. 


Wentz, Shelby. 


WISCONSIN. 
N. J. Plate Glass—Ezra Simmons & Truman T. 
Parker, Kenosha. 


North American Accident—C. C. Beck, La 
Crosse. 

North American Casualty—Henry Grotenhues, 
taldwin. 


MISSOURL. 





yeneral Accident—J. A. Wheeler, Kansas City. 

North American Accident—C. R. Simpson, 
Cameron ; Geo. H. Newsome, St. Louis. 

U. 8S. Casualty—J. A. Mahery, Montgomery 
City. 

U. S. Health & Accident—W. B. Hancock, 
Wyatt. 


MICHIGAN. 


General Accident, Scot.—-O. J. Wagner, Monroe. 


jreat Eastern Casualty—Secott Smith and 
Ernest Watkins, Hillsdale. 

Travelers—Geo. A. Waltz, Battle Creek; Jesse 
W. Johnson, Grand Rapids; G. H. Beardsley, 
Williamston. 

U. S. Health & Accident—M. J. Cain, Saginaw. 

U. S. Fidelity & Guaranty—C. 8. Guile, Bell- 
aire; Jas. Greacen, Kalkaska. 


U. S. Casualty—B. B. Foote, Battle Creek; Lyle 
Bryam, Petoskey: J. M. Stearns, Stanton. 

American Relief—Michael Shea, Caro; O. H. 
Segerston, Pinconning; E. M. Johnson, Petoskey ; 
Fred Angus and W. A. Cuttle, Standish; O. F. 
Johnson, Stambaugh. 


Michigan Benevolent—-Wm. Kirkly, Hardgrove: 


D. J. Dyer, Traverse City. 
National Protective—Fred Angus, Standish: 


W. A. Cuttle, Standish. 


U. 8. Accident—W. J. Birmingham, Detroit; 





W. G. Lockerby, 
wood; Francis Terwilliger, 
win, Pellston; Roy C. 
Craw, Three Rivers. 
MINNESOTA. 
Fidelity & Casualty—H. M. Ferbe, Granite Falls. 
Lloyds Plate Glass—Lars Rosness, Morris. 


Haakwood; E. M. Dill, Haak- 
Montague; W. Er- 
Dodge, Pompeii; C. J. 


. New Amsterdam Casualty—J. O. Hancock, Red 
ying. 

N. Y. Plate Glass—Charles F. Maurer, Ariing 
ton; D. B. MeDonald, Virginia. 





AMERICAN SURETY BLOCKS THE WAY. 


Co-operation Among Surety Companies Is Much 
Retarded by the Attitude of the Ameri- 
can Towards Competitors. 


Some surety underwriters do not take as 
optimistic a view of the improvement in the 
bonding business as does President Joyce, of 
the National Surety. Said one of them re- 
cently: “The American Surety could get all 
the companies together if it would, but it 
won't.” Right there appears to be the great 
stumbling block. For many years the Ameri- 
can Surety stood almost alone in the surety 
business. For several more it stood pre- 
eminent. Now there are so many companies 
in the field, and such aggressive ones, that it 
is impossible that any one should stand so far 
above the rest. ~The American Surety has lost 
prestige, not because it has grown less, but 
because others have grown greater. Some of 
these younger companies have done some very 
foolish things in their eagerness to get the 
business. The American Surety, apparently 
somewhat disgruntled at the competition that 
has arisen, and disgusted with the folly of 
some of the companies, stands aloof and re- 
fuses co-operation in any effort to come to- 
gcther. Other, smaller companies, stand back 
because the American Surety will not go in, 
and the merry sport of doing business for 
nothing has gone on, and, to come extent, still 
gees on 


WATCHES THE LIABILITY COMPANIES, 





Contractors Association Keeps Close Tab on 
Settlements, Rates and Service Mem- 
bers Act as a Unit. 


The various building contractors’ associa- 
tions, and, in fact, all kinds of contractors’ 
bodies are watching carefully the attitude of 
employers’ liability companies as to their 
service and settlement of claims. Some cases 
have recently arisen where a contractor felt 
he had been treated unjustly in a damage 
case on the part of a liability company, and 
the facts were at once presented to his asso- 
ciation. It is understood that the association 
decided to place no further business with the 
company, and, in fact, liability insurance in 
general was given a black eye. 

The companies, therefore, have to take into 
account the fact that a settlement is com- 
municated to members of contractors’ bodies 
and danger may follow in a black list if un- 
fair treatment is suspected. The matter of 
rates paid on liability business is also venti- 
lated at the meetings of these associations, 
so that one contractor securing an advantage 
communicates it to the rest, and a general 
demand for the same concession results. 





CASUALTY NOTES. 

The New Amsterdam Casualty is quite 
pleased with its business in Ohio since it re- 
organized its agency system there. 

The American Bonding Company will open 
a burglary insurance department, Gerald Hart, 
formerly with the New Amsterdam Casualty, 
being placed in charge. 

Whitlock, Cummings & Co. of Chicago have 
been appointed state agents of the burglary de- 
partment of the General Accident of Scotland 
for Illinois. Adjustments will be made and 
claims paid from their office. 

The American Adjustment Company of Min- 
neapolis, general agent of the Title Guaranty 
& Trust, has just written the $600,000 bond of 
George W. Buffington, assignee of the Ken- 
yon-Rosing Machinery Company. 

General agents of the Employers Liability 
are to meet in St. Louis to-day and to-morrow. 
Several home office dignitaries, including Lord 
Claude Hamilton, president of the board, and 
S. Stanley Brown, general manager, are to be 
present. 
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THE WESTERN UNDERWRITER. 














ORGANIZED 1870 
34th Annual Statement of the condition of the 


CONCORDIA FIRE 
INSURANCE COMPANY 


Of MILWAUKEE, WIS. 
DECEMBER 31, 1903 


ASH CAPITAL - - $299,900.99 
elnsyrance R rve - 7404. 
at's, ad = gad Liabilities 13a x 
TSYaU Assets ~ -~ - 1,016'875:3 
GEORGE BRUMDER, President 
FRANK DAMKOEHLER, Secretary 





NO 


W. B. BIERCE, 
State Agent Michigan and Ohio, Whitney Opera House 
Block, Detroit, Mich. 


H. A. BARTELS, Special Agent 


THE COLUMBIAN 
NATIONAL LIFE INSURANCE 
COMPANY 


BOSTON, ASS. 


Incorporated under the 
laws of Massachusetts 


PERCY PARKER, - - - - President 
Cc. V. FORNES. New York . - l 
WM. BUTLER WOODBRIDGE, Boston > Vice-Pres. 
GEO. H. HOLT, Chicago - - - 45 





608 Marquette Building, 


THE PACIFIC 


MUTUAL 


OF CALIFORNIA 


ITS LIFE POLICIES GUARANTEE 
DIVIDENDS. IT IS AN OLD TIME 
TRIED COMPANY. ASSETS 
NEARLY SIX MILLION. SURPLUS 
TO POLICYHOLDERS NEARLY 
$1,000,000.00. AGENTS WANTED. 


DANFORD M. BAKER 


CENERAL ACENT 
CHICAGO 





INCORPORATED 1865 


_. GERMAN 
INSURANCE CO. 


OF FREEPORT, ‘ILL. 


THE LARGEST AND MOST SUCCESSFUL 
FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY IN THE WEST 


Assets, January, 1904.............84,910,606.82 
MINING fink 0 santas <mhad ones 200,000.00 


Liabilities, including reinsurance.3,207,011.21 
Net SURBPLUS........ . sees ees +--1,508,595.61 





C. 0. COLLMAN, Pres. WM. TREMBOR, Sec. 
HENRY BAIER, V.-Pres. F. M. GUND, Ass’t Sec. 
D. B. SCHULTE, Treas. 

THOS. H. SMITH, State Agent, Dayton, Ohio 
CARL H. SMITH, Special Agent, Dayton, Ohio 





The Massachusetts 
Mutual Life Insurance Co. 


SPRINGFIELD, MASS. 
INCORPORATED 1851 








Assets, January 1, 1904, $33,590,999 
Liabilities, $30,943,508 
Surplus, $2,647,491. 

Definite paid-up and cash surrender values 
written in every policy 

JOHN A. HALL, President 
HENRY M. PHILLIPS, Vice-President 


CINCINNATI OFFICE: 201 Johaston Buildiag. 
CHICAGO OPPICE: 316 Merchants’ Loan & Trust Bulldiog, 
” L. Brackett Bishop, Mgr. 





Sometimes a revision of policy 
forms means little. It stands for 


THOROUGHNESS 


in every detail in the changes that 
have been made by the Union 
Mutual—re-arrangement of fea- 
tures, reduction of rates, liberaliz- 
ing of rights, a contract modern 
to the highest notch. A policy 
that looks well, sells easily, and 
pleases long. 


UNION MUTUAL LIFE 
INSURANCE CO. 


PORTLAND, MAINE 
FRED E. RICHARDS, Pres. ARTHUR L. BATES,V.-Pres. 


Agents always desired—the kind , 
who write policies and hold them 


ADDRESS EITHER 
THORNTON CHASE, Supt., 84 Adams Street, Chicago, Ill. 
EDSON D. SCOFIELD, Supt , 180 Broadway, New York City 











GERMANIA 


FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY 


Organized 1859 


62 and 64 William St., Cor. Cedar, Mew York 


Statemer: January 1, 1904 








Cash Capital. .................. +++... 81,000,000.00 
Reserve for Unearned Premiums..... 2,178,043.74 

Reserve for Losses aud all other 
PE cangyaneaveaenasduians esas at 153,325.78 
SOUR TIED Sikes 0660 cncceeiccdevacdecsic 2,518,464.11 
Total ABGOB .. oe occc cece ccicved $5,849, 863.33 


HUGO SCHUMANN, President. 


Fr. Von Beenvuts, V.-Pres. Geo. B. Epwarps, V.-Pres. 
Cuar_es RuyKHAvER, Sec. Gustav Kegpr, Ass’t Sec. 


Western Department 
E.G. HALLE, Mgr. Reyal Insurance Building, Chicago, Ill. 


What is the use of saying ‘‘the best company,”’ 
or ‘‘the strongest company,’’ or ‘‘the largest 
company?’’ They all say those things. 


We Say Simply 


—THE— 


PENN MUTUAL LIFE 
INSURANCE COMPANY 


OF PHILADELPHIA 
Organized 1847 
That Tells the Whole Story 











CHARTERED 1866 


Hartford Life Insurance 
_ Company, 


HARTFORD, CONN. 
GEO. E. K ZENEY, Pres. CHAS. H. BACALL, Sec’y. 


Up to date in business methods 
—in contracts —in plans — 
BEST Insurance to Buy or to 
Sell—Ordinary Life and 
Limited Psyment Policies— 
Automatic Endowments at 80 


$25,500,000 PAID TO BENEFICIARIES. 
Liberal Contracts for Business Getters. 
INVESTIGATE 

















C. H. BUNKER FRANKLIN H. HEAD 


President Vice-President 
A. A. SMITH H. G. B. ALEXANDER 
Secretary ad V.-Pres. & Gen. Mgr. 


Continental Casualty Co. 


Capital Stock $300,000.00 
Accident 2 Health Insurance 


General Offices: CHICAGO 
Policies are Protected by more than One Million 
Dollars Assets. Over $5,000,000 paid in claims 
to 175,000 of our Policyholders. 


Good Contracts in Good Territory to Good Men 





——PRoDUCERS ADDRESS—— 
H. G. B. ALEXANDER 
Second Vice-President and General Manage: 
134 Tlonroe Street - - CHICAGO 





EVERY MAN INTERESTED 


in selecting a profession 
that offers the greatest 
prospect of success 
should read the booklet, 
‘CAREERS FOR THE 
COMING MEN,” by 
wa Hon. John F. Dryden. 
It is a practical discus- 
sion of the opportunities 
offered in the field of 
Life Insurance. A copy 
will be sent, free, upon 
request. 


THE PRUDENTIAL 





INSURANCE COMPANY OF AMERICA 
Home Office JOHN F. DRYDEN 
NEWARK, N. J. President 


Prudential Agents are Money Makers. Open Territory 
for Enereette Men. Visit the Prudential’s Exhibit, 








Palace of Education, World’s Fair, St. Louis. 














or NEW VORK, 


Accident ««« Health 
Policies. 


Large Benefits. Low Rates. 
Best Commissions. 


KIMBALL C. ATWOOD, Sec’y. 
290 Broadway, - - = New York. 
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